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aster General, and Attorney General, be au- 

: jloy One principal messenger each, atan an- | 
ghorized W0 “rr 'a900, in lie of those now so employed, and | 
nual on ry of all other messengers and assistant messen- 
> w eciuding the packers in the General Land Office, now 
wor herve by law to be employed in the Executive Depart- | 
ae Washington, the messenger in the office of the 
— rissioner of Publie Buildings, doorkeeperand assist- || 
Con oarkee per at the Executive Mansion, and keeper of | 
es SE ee gate, Capitol square, and the keeper of Lafay- || 
Taare shall be $750 per annum; and the annual sal- || 
& if the watchmen employed at the Capitol, Preaident’s 
Hyase, and the Executive Departments, and the Auxiliary 
guards, and the watchmen of the Capitol extension, shall be 
e759; and the public gardener shall receive $1,400 per an- 
and the captain of the police of the Capitol shall re- 


Navy, Postm 


num } 


~eive $1,600, and each of his assistants $1,300 each p®@ 
annum ; and all jaborers in the employment of the Execu- 


tive Departments in the city of Washington shall receive 
an annual salary of $480 each; and for the payment of the 
excess of the sums herein required to be paid over and 
apove those elsewhere contained in this act for said pay-* 
ment, there shall be added thereto respectively such further 
sums as, together, will equal the amounts herein authorized, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 


ated. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. | move to 
amend the amendment of the Senate by adding 
the following proviso: 

Provided, That none of the draughtsmen in the hydro- 
graphical and topographical survey shall be allowed less 


than is now paid to the lowest grade of clerks in the other 
Departments of Government. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the point 
of order that that amendment is notin order. It 
roposes to change the existing law. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair’ thinks the }| 


point of order well taken, and rules the amend- 
ment out of order. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to | 
the Senate amendment; and it was decided in the | 
negative. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-fourth amendment: 
eSec.—. 4nd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the pay of the librarian of Congress 
shall be $2,000; the pay of the two principal assistants 
each, $1,800 ; and that of the third assistant, $1,200; and 
that of the messenger, $1,200, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Waysand Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. PECHKAM. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

(Cries of ** No!” ** No!” and confusion. ] 

The motion was not agreed to. 


One hundred and sixty-fifth amendment: 


Seo.—. And be it further enacted, That the collections | 
of the exploring expedition, now in the Patent Office, be | 
placed under the care and management of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ one | 
principal keeper of said collections at an annual salary of | 
$900, one assistant Keeper atan annual salary of $750, one 
hight watchman atan annual salary of $600, and two la- | 
borers at an annual salary each of $365. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 


of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- || 


rence in that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-sixth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all persons claim- | 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of land derived | 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments in Upper Califor- | 
nia, where such original grant has heretofore been presented 
\ the board of land commissioners within the time specified | 
inthe thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of March, 1851, 


but who have failed to present to the said board the evi- || 


dence of their derivative title to said interest or portion | 
from the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, author- | 
ized to present the same ; and the said commissioners are | 
hereby directed to adjudicate the said interest or portion in 
the same manner as if it had been presented within the 
me Originally prescribed by the aforesaid act of the 3d of 
March, 1851, entitled “An act to ascertain and settle the | 
Private land claims in the State of California.”? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of | 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
In that amendment. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to add five dollars 
to the appteugetins. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to submit a word or two 
on this amendment before the committee acts upon | 
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| States of the Confederacy. 
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recommended a non-cuncurrence. 1 must sup- 


| pose that they have not investigated or considered 


the amendment proposed by the Senate, or they 
would have determined otherwise. In my judg- 


By the treaty with Great Britain for the settle- 


| ment of our northwestern boundary, the posses- 
| sory rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company were 
| confirmed to them. What these possessory rights 


were, no one then knew; what they now are, no 
Jt appears it is a fact, that, upon 
some vague and undefined pretense of right, that 
company now claim a large portion of the best 


/and most available lands in the Merritory of 


Washington—lands needed for settlement, and 
needed for the development of the resources of the 
country. This uncertain, undefined, and, at most, 
temporary claim, is a serious obstacle to the set- 
tlement and progress of one of our most valuable 
possessions on the Pacific. 


ent country is yet to constitute one of the great 
It would be a wise, 
just, and most politic act on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to open up the whole of that country to 
settlement, and relieve it from the incubus of a 
foreign incorporation, in foreign interests, with 
foreign sympathies, claiming, with uncertain and 
doubtful right, the fairest portion of the country. 
I ask why it is not? 
extinguish the title of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, as to extinguish the Indian titles to lands 
“a our Territories. 

he importance of developing the resources of 
our northwestern coast is, P believe, understood 
by this committee. I only wish to call its atten- 
tion to the fact that the extinguishment of this 


| claim is essential to the prosperity and progress 


of that important portion of our country. In this 
matter I have no interest; the people of that coun- 
try are not my constituents; indeed, I have been 


- 
it. The Committee of Ways and Means have 


| ment, theresis no provision in the bill equally im- | 
| portant with this. 


Puget’s Sound ranks | 
| next to the Bay of San Francisco, and its depend- 


I insist it is as legitimate to | 


| informed here that the people of Puget’s Sound | 


are to be the antagonists and rivals of my own 
people in the great commerce of the East. And 


| this may be so; and the bare possibility of the 





} 


| fact is alone sufficient reason why their rights of 


property should be ascertained and settled with- | 


out delay. I insist, sir, that this amendment is 


both politic and just, and should be adopted by | 


the committee. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


I have but a few words to say 


in opposition to the amendment submitted by the | 


gentleman from California. 
this is not the proper bill, nor time, for any gen- 


In the first place, | 


eral legislation concerning the preven In any | 


court of justice, or any of the land courts of Cal- 
ifornia. In 1851 we made provision for the estab- 
lishment of a board of commissioners to adjudt- 
cate land titles in California. 


Atthis very session | 


of Congress we have prolonged the time for which | 


that commission was appointed; and if a neces- 


sity had existed at the passage of that bill for such | 


a provision as this of the Senate’s amendment, I 
would ask why the Representatives of that State 
failed to have it then inserted? I am opposed 


to this hasty legislation—a legislation which may | 


seriously affect the proceedings of the board of 
commissioners, now sitting in California. 

There is this objection to the amendment. Sup- 
pose a Mexican or a Spanish citizen presented 
his claim to the board of commissioners, claim- 
ing to derive his title to land from the Mexican, 
or Spanish Governments, and the board of com- 
missioners decided adversely to it. Then another 
person, claiming an interest in the same alleged 
grant, comes forward, and, by the provision of 


this amendment, files his title papers, and claims | 


that his case shall be adjudicated. His interest 
all depends on the alleged grant which had pre- 
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that the Committee of Ways and Means con- 


cluded to recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


Mr. PECKHAM. There is, as 1 observe, no 
limitation in the amendment. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The commission expires 
on the 4th of March next. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let me say, in addition, that 
if thisamend ment be concurred in, the commission 
will not expire on the 4th of March next. At 
the next session we shall be called on to further 
extend their time for the purpose of allowing an 


adjudication of these claims. 


{Cries of ** Question !’’] 

Mr. HOWE. There appears in the amend- 
ment to be no limitation as to the time within which 
these claims shall be presented; and to remedy the 
defect, | move to add the following: 

Provided, That no sucu claim shall be adjudicated which 


shall not be presented on or before the 4th day of March 
next. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no ne- 
cessity for that amendment. You have already 
extended the time of the commission, and you 
may do itagain. 

Mr. HOWE. It appears to me that if the 
amendment of the Senate is to be adopted, it is 
necessary that we should provide a limitation 
within which these claims shall be presented. I 
think such a provision should be added as a matter 
of safety. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Ido not object to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Itis right; but I do insist that there shall be a fair 
hearing for that class of claims which have been 
excluded by a misinterpretation of the law. These 
claimants are almost the entire American popula- 
tion of the Pacific coast. 

But the gentleman says that we had a law passed 
for the examination of these titles, and the time for 
their examination extended for another year. I 
desire to say to the gentleman from Missouri, that 
the whole coast of California is five hundred miles 
in extent; that itis a very large State, equal to four 
or five States of the Confederacy; that # has been 
populated for over one hundred years; that rights 
and claims have grown up during that period which 
need investigation. There is a necessity, too, for 
investigating the rights and claims of our citizens 
there which grew out of the treaty with Mexico. 
We have a right to a full investigation of the 
claims of our citizens, if it should take fifty or one 
hundred years. What, | ask,is this amendment? 
That the law may be soamendedas that all rights 
and claims arising under the Spanish grant may 


| be presented for investigation—claims which would 


| viously been decided on adversely by the commis- | 
| sioners. Thus you will have a new case brought 


up for adjudication, embracing precisely the same | 
subject-matter as the one already decided, viz: | 


the validity of the grant from the Mexican or 
Spanish Government. 


have been presented heretofore but for a misunder- 
standing of the law. I have practiced law there, 
and I did not understand it to be necessary myself 
to present claims subordinate to the original grant. 
I did not understand the law as it has been con- 
struede All I ask now is, that our citizens may 
have the opportunity of presenting their claims, 
and havea just and full hearing. I accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Howe.} : 

The question was taken upon Mr. Mce))ou- 
GALL’s amendment, as modified; and it was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring upon the Senate amend- 
ment, it was taken; and the amendment was non- 
concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-seventh amendment: 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That ‘the first pro- 
viso to the first section of the act entitled “ An act to pro- 
vide compensation to such persons as may be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive and keep the 
public money, under the fifteenth suction of the act of 6th 
August, 1846, for the additional services required under 
that act,” approved March 2, 1853, shall not be construed 


| to apply to the colleetor of the district of Buffalo creek, 


It was for these reasons || 


while such collector shall be one of the designated depos- 
itors of public moneys. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-eighth amendment: 
Bac. —. And be it further enacked, That the aecounts 


The committee 
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of the public printers, and the certificates of the Superin- | 
tendent of Public Printing thereon, so far as the same relate 
to the printing for the Executive Departments, shall be sub- | 
ject to the examination and control of the accounting offi- 
cers and Secretary of the Treasury, in like manner as other 
public accounts ; and those which relate to the printing for 
the Sepate and House of Representatives shall be subject to 
the examination and control of the respective Houses in | 
like manner aa other expenditures for said Houses. 


Mr. PHELPS. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


Page ninety. two, after the word * therein,” in line two 
thousand two hundred and fifty-eight, strike out the words 
** #0 far as the same relate to the printing of the Executive 
Departments.”’ 

Page ninety three, after the word “ accounts,’’ in line 
two thousand two hundred and sixty-two, etrike out the 
residue of the clause, which reads “‘ and those which relate 
to the printing for the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall be subject to the examination and control of the re- 
spective Houses in like manner as other expenditures for 
said Houses ;’’ so that, as amended, the clause will read: 

Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That the accounts of || 
the public printers, and the certificates of the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing thereon, shall be subject to the 
examination and control of the accounting officers and 
Secretary of the Treasury, in like manner as other public 
accounts. 


The amendment will explain itself. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury will refer to the accounts 
of the public printing; and the certificates of the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing shall be 
subject to the examination and control of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in like manner as other 

ublic accounts. 

The amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate’s amend- 
ment, as amended; and it was concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-ninth amendment: 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
appoint or employ in his official household the following 
officers, to wit: one secretary to the President, at a yearly 
salary of $2,500, who shall take charge of such official 
papers as shal! be confided to him, and perform such other 
duties as may be directed by the President; one clerk, ata 
yearly salary of $1,600; one steward, at a yearly salary of 
$1,000, who shall, under the direction of the President, 





have charge of, and be responsible for, the plate and furni 


ture of the President’s Mansion, and shall discharge such 


other duties as the President may assign him ; one messen- | 


ger, at a yearly salary of $900; and one assistant messen- 
ger, at a yearly salary of $750. And for the payment of the 
compensation of the said officers, during the present fiscal 


year, the sum of $6,750, or so much thereof as may be ne- || 


cessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a noneconcurrence 
in the amendment. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I move to amend the amend- | 
ment by striking out in line two thousand two | 
hundred and seventy, the words “ twenty-five,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof the words ** fifteen;’’ and 
in line two thousand two hundred and seventy- 


The clause, if so amended, would read: 


And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States te, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint or 
employ in his official household the following officers, to 
wit: one secretary to the President, at a yearly salary of 
$1,500, who shall take charge of such official papers as 
shall be confided to him, and perform such other duties as 
may be directed by the President; one clerk, at a yearly 
salary of $1,600. . 

This section proposes an increase of nearly 
$7,000 to the expenses of the Executive Depart- | 
ment. I guppose it has crept in here in the gen- 
eral increase of expenses of the National Govern- | 
ment in almost every conceivable way, and looks 
like an attempt to implicate the President in that 
vast enlargement of our national expenditure. I 
am persuaded he does not desire this increase of 
officers in or about his household. I think I can 
prove, not by any express declaration, but by in- 
ference, that he is opposed to this increase, and 
that he will exclaim, if it passes, “* An enemy hath 
done this.”’ On a certain 4th of March, standing 
in the presence of thousands of his countrymen 
not far hence, he uttered these memorable words: 

* Tn the administration of domestic affairs, you expecta 
devoted integrity in the public service, and an observance of 
rigid economy in all departments, so marked as never justly 
to be questioned. If this reasonable expectation be not 
realized, I frankly confess that one of your leading hopes 
is doomed to disappointment, and that my efforts, in a very 
important particular, must result in a humiliating fail- 
ure.’? 

Now, assuming—and I hope it will not be re- 
garded as a violent assumption—that the Presi- | 
dent meant what he said on that occasion, he will | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| not thank us for swelling the expenses of the | be increased by a direct act of Congress 
-White House, as proposed by .the Senate. : 


not in order. 1) 


| for information. 


_carinot be embalmed and laid away in so fitting a || to be settled by the adoption or the rejec 


| amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


| whether an amendment coming in after the word 


| a messenger, in these words, ‘‘and for one lady | 
| of the bedchamber, $500,”’ would be in order? 


| 


| (Laughter. ] 


| the President’s House applies to this appropria- || 
| tion. 
| to form an “official household ’’ for the Presi- |) 


| the United States in a petty, sideways, indirect | 


| 





| 
| 





| 





any more. 


| I will. 
three, strike out all after the word “dollars.” | 


| granting what the gentleman denied me; still, I | 
| will not forget to be courteous, and I -will yield 
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; . But | 

1 || us keep out of the President’s kitchen. ; . 
would be glad to move the extract which I have | violate the Constitution in this petty way. Ane 
read from the inaugural as a substitute for this | this furnace-tender of the President, I think { e 


section. Would that be in order, Mr. Chair- | derstood the chairman of the Committee of Wav. 
man? |Laughter. _and Meanis to say that this was the first tim ays 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has an || allowance was ever made or proposed, | Gee 
amendment already pending. thn 


1) — of him if I am correct ? 
he CHAIRMAN. + Thegentleman from N 

York must confine himself to the explanation 2 
The Chair thinks it is || his amendment. ; of 
|| Mr. PECKHAM. I desire to ask the chaj 
Have it read ‘at the desk || man-of the Committee of Ways and Mean, 

whether this furnace appropriation has ever — 
Mr. FLAGLER. I acquiesce in the decision || made before? = 
of the Chair. [ am satisfied, upon due reflection, || ‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must call th 
that the economical language of the inaugural | gentleman to order. The amendment to Which 
would not be in harmony with the extravagance || the gentleman from New York refers has been dis. 
every where apparent in the plethoric proportions | posed of, and it is not in order to refer to it. 
ofthis bill. I think it a pity, howeverf that it || ~Mr. HIBBARD. I donotsee what Principle ig 
“me tion of this 
_amendment. I desire it, however, to be under. 
stood that this amendment originated in the Senate 
[t is not an’ appropriation that the President has 
asked from the Senate, or from the House. |; 
has not been asked by any Executive Depart. 
**dollars,’’ in the two thousand two hundred and || ment. But it was put in by the Senate upon their 
eightieth line, after the provision of a salary for || own motion. I do not, therefore, see the perti- 
nency of the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York. | will state further, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have recommended a non-cop. 
_eurrence in the amendment, and I hope the yote 
will be taken upon it. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I should like to 
ask the gentleman from New Hampshire whether 
this amendment was not offered in the Senate by 
,a Whig, and mainly supported by the votes of 
W hig Senators? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I will state, in reply to the 
gentleman, that 1 believe this amendment was 
offered by a very respectable Senaior on the Whig 
side, and that it was carried through under his 
lead. 

Mr. WHEELER. I should like to know 
whether the Whigs have a majority in the Senate? 
Mr. HIIBBARD. I will tell the gentleman, 

Mr. PECKHAM. I call the gentleman from 
New Hampshire to order. He is not speaking in 
opposition to the amendment. ‘ ° 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, sir, I must say the call 
to order comes witha very bad grace from the gen- 
tleman from New York, who himself opened the 
way for this discussion. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I call the gentleman to order. 
When I[ was upon the floor, and desired to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
a question, I was called to order. 
he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman indicated 
| his purpose to ask a question in reference to an 
/amendment which had been disposed of by the 
bedchamber court, strikes me as at least a novelty || committee, and therefore the Chair called the gen- 
in this land of republican simplicity. But if the || tleman from New York to order. _ 

President desires them, let him employ them, and|| Mr. HIBBARD. Well, sir, I will not proceed, 
give them such titles as he pleases. I have no || if it is objected to; but I must repeat, that this 
objection. If he have not the means to pay—if || comes with a very bad grace from the gentleman 

is salary is too small—let us take no diagonal, || from New York. " 

sinuous way to add toit. A petty mode of doing || Mr. Peckuam’s amendment was disagreed to. 
things, besides being unconstitutiorial; but let us || The amendment of the Senate was then non- 
go openly to the subject, and increase the salary || concurred in. 

as much as propriety shall require. I shall not | One hundred and seventieth amendment: 

go for these things. || Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That a yearly appro- 

Now, the worthy gentleman from Louisiana || priation be made for the purchase of stationery. binges 
[Mr. Jowes} may advocate this, and think that it || poi document and cies contingent SxPo 
is a small matter, and appeal to the Democracy to | President under the direction of the President; and for 
sustain him. I will not find fault with his taste | that purpose, during the present fiscal year, $650, is hereby 
or his principles. He deems it rather a matter of || apptopriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
taste. wise appropriated. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Will the gentle- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
man from New York allow me to say. a word? ot Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 

Mr. PECKHAM. No, sir. It would be |) rence in that amendment. ; 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will state to the committee 
the floor. | that amendments, numbers one hundred and sev- 

Mr. JONES. With that statement, | decline to || enty-one, one hundred and seventy-two, one hun- 
occupy the floor in the gentleman’s time. | dred and seventy-three, and one hundred - 

Mr. HIBBARD. Will the gentleman allow || seventy-four, all of them, relate to the subject 
me to explain? | the Mint. They are all connected, and I propost 

Mr. PECKHAM. Not now. As I said, I | that without reading, the vote be taken upon them 
have no wish to attack the President. I would || in gross. The Committee of Ways and Meam 
not act in reference to a matter of this kind, either |} recommend a non-concurrence. ' 
directly or indirectly, from personal considera- | The CHAIRMAN. If it be the pleasure ° 
tions. But, sir, I desire to act as it seems to me | the committee, the question will bestaken on 
the House should act. If the salary of the Pres- | the amendments indicated at once. 
ident of the United States is not sufficient, let it || There was no objection. 


Mr. FLAGLER. 
this is in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I would withdraw that if 


Mr. WHEELER. 


sepulcher. 
The question was taken upon Mr. Fiacier’s 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I propose to ask the Chair 


Mr. PRATT. Nonsense. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I have an amendment to 
offer to this Senate amendment, and one word to || 
say upon it. I move to strike out all this appro- | 
priation except one dollar. What! said in regard || 
to lighting the fires and keeping the furnaces in 


Here is a number of new officers originated || 


dent. I haveno idea, Mr. Chairman, none what- || 
ever, of increasing the salary of the President of || 


manner. If his pay is not enough, I am in favor | 
of increasing it in a straightforward, manly, Dem- || 
ocratic mode. 
Mr. PRATT. The President does not ask for | 
Mr. PECKHAM. Butaslong as the Constitu- 
tion remains unaltered, which prohibitsany change 
of his salary to affect an unexpired term, | do not | 
see how we can aid the President in his present 
term; but we can raise his salary by the com- | 
mencement of his next term. [Laughter.]} 
Now, sir, [ do not care to argue this question, | 
and I do not intend to elaborate at all 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us have a || 
vote then. 1] 
Mr. PECKHAM. As soon asI am through 
But this idea of a sort of kitchen court, a 
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“The question was taken; and the amendments || the present assistant treasurer, Mr. Cisco, and | plan for the construction of the work within the 


were non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-fifth amendment: 

gec. 1. And be it further enacted, That from and after 

~ ath of June, 1854, in lieu of the clerks heretofore | 
Oe aat by law for the office of the assistant treasurer at || 
Lea York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approba- || 
oo of the President of the United States, oue chief clerk, || 
of salary of $2,100, one clerk at $2,000, two clerks at | 
. 290 each, two clerks at $1,500 each, one clerk at $1,200, || 
ve messenger at $900, and two watchmen at $550 each, 
annum. incase of the sickness or unavoidable absence | 
per his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize | 
rom eid chief clerk to act in his place, and to discharge all | 
= aan required by law of the assistant treasurer; and | 
= = of the death, resignation, Or inability to act of the 
Soca treasurer, the said chief clerk shall act as such 


| 


; inted and duly qualified; and alf the acts 
or cconot be SPP clerk tm such Sante shall be as valid as if 
: rformed by the assistant treasurer in person. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- | 
ment with an amendment, which is to strike out 
all from the words ** and in case of the death, res- 
ignation, or inability to act of the assistant treas- | 
urer, &c.,” to the end of the amendment. Al- 
though it may be important to have somebody to 
act in the place of the assistant treasurer in such 
a contingency as is stated, still it would be wrong 
to place in the hands of a person under no bail the 
sum of $60,000,000. The committee think that | 
portion of theamendment ought to be stricken out, 
and so recommend. 


Mr. HOWE. The amendment of the Commit- || 


tee of Waysand Means does not go farenough. | 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman says that the | 
amendment doés not go far enough. If the com- | 
mittee will look to that portion of the Senate’s 
amendment preceding that which is proposed to 
be stricken out, it will be seen that,in case of the | 
sickness, or unavoidable absence from his office, | 
of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize his | 
chief clerk to discharge its duties. He, then, is 
responsible for the act. In case of resignation or 
death, his bail is no longer responsible, for he is | 
then no longer the assistant treasurer. 

Mr. HOWE. If the committee be assured | 
there is no doubt in the matter, I have no objec- | 
tion to make. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. There is doubt in the 
matter. The words ‘* may authorize ’’ are con- 
strued to mean very frequently ‘shall author- 
ize;” and, in my opinion, they would relieve the 
sureties of the assistant treasurer. I would sug- | 
gest that all that portion of the Senate’s amend- 
ment from the words ‘‘ in case of the sickness, or | 
unavoidable absence from his office of the assist- 
ant treasurer,’’ &c., to the end, be stricken out. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Haven’s 
amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. Now, I move to strike 
from the Senate’s amendment the words: 

“Tn case of the sickness or unavoidable absence from 
his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize the | 
said chief clerk to act in his place, and to discharge all the 
duties required by law of the assistant treasurer.” 

Mr. Chairman, it does seem to me perfectly | 
clear that, in authorizing the assistant treasurer to 
devolve the discharge of the duties of his office on 
another person, we virtually relieve him from all 
responsibility. His sureties will not be responsi- 
ble in case of the defalcation of his substitute. 
There cannot be any doubt of this. The term 
“may,” is often construed to mean “ shall.’’ 

hen this may be construed to impose an impera- 
tive duty on the assistant treasurer to devolve 
this duty on his chief clerk. Though we do not 
make this duty imperative, still, in devolving the 
duties of his office on his chief clerk, we relieve his 
sureties, 

Mr. WALKER. I apprehend that this substi- 
‘ution is absolutely necessary for carrying on the 
business of the office, and I have on my table a 
‘etter signed by the present and the two preceding 
“ssistant treasurers, in which they state that such 
substitution is absolutely necessary. There have 

fen times when, owing to the illness of the assist- 
a _easurer, important papers in reference to | 
: usiness of his office have been carried to his | 
*ed-side, and even to his death-bed, and he has | 
*en compelled to sign them without any more | 
eee of their contents than a man would be | 
b ork to have, when suffering pain upon asick | 
a he letter which I have fn my possession in 
werence to this subject, is sign by Mr. Dix, 





they say in the letter, that this power of substitu- 
tion is absolutely necessary. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Pennine- 
Ton’s amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. PRINGLE. I offer the following amend- 
ment in line two thousand three hundred and sev- 
enty-one, after the words ‘** he may,”’ insert in lieu 
the words ‘‘ in his discretion.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, as amended, it was taken; and the 
amendment was concurred in. 


chief uch || One hundred and seventy-sixth amendment: 
assistant treasurer until the inability be removed, or until a |) 


| Sec.—. And beit further enacted, That so much of the 

| act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of 
inspectors, guagers, weighers, measurers, and markers, in 
the custom-house to the number then in service, as may be 
applicable to those employed at the ports of New York and 
New Orleans, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-seventh amendment: 


Sec. —. And ‘be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the annual salary of the chaplains 
to Congress shall be $750, and such sum additional to that 
elsewhere provided as may be required to pay the same to 
the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 

| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a non-concurrence, 


Mr. OLDS. I move to increase the amount of 
appropriation $500. I offer the amendment for 
the purpose of saying to the committee that the 
Senate amendment proposes to give the Chaplains 
of this Congress precisely what the Chaplains of 
the poane Congress received. Under the act 
of the 22d of July, in which you added twenty 

| per cent. to the compensation of the employees 
| about the Capitol, you would increase the com- 
| pensation of the Chaplains from $500 to $600, but 


The committee 


|| the extra allowance which you have always given 
|| them heretofore would make their salary $750. 


| While you have been thus increasing the salaries 
| of the employees and clerks about the Capitol, I 


|| think it but right and proper that we should adopt 


the amendment of the Senate, and thus increase 
| the compensation of the Chaplains of Congress 
to $750. 
Now, I ask, admitting that we give them $750 
per annum, can they live at less than that ? 


|| [Cries of ‘* Question !’’ ** Question !’’[ 


r. CLINGMAN. 1 oppose the amendment. 
| I do not think that any salaries ought to be in- 
| creased. 

Mr. OLDS, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
| his amendment. 
The Senate amendment was then non-concurred 
in. 
One hundred and seventy-eighth amendment: 
Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That the county of 
El Paso, in the State of Texas, and the Territory-~of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by the name of EI! Paso del Norte, and Frontera shail be 
the place or port of entry for said district, and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
, as shall be necessary. The compensation of the collector 
shall be $2,000 per annum, including the fees of his office. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
| in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-ninth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the “ Act 
making appropriations for the improvement of certain har- 
bors and rivers,’ approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, 
and the same hereby is, amended by striking from the 
clause in which they occur the following words: ‘* by the 

| construction of a breakwater across Croaton sound.” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
Mr. SHAW. I think I will be able to satisfy 
the committee that this amendment ought to be 


| adopted. During the last Congress an appropria- | 


| tion was made for the purpose of constructing a 
| work in North Carolina, by which it was speci- 
fied that the work should be accomplished in a 
particular way. The Secretary of War sent a 
proper officer there for the purpose of examining 
this work, previous to commencing operations. 
That officer reported to the Department that, in 


| his opinion, the plan proposed in the act itself 


| would be, to say the least of it, injudicious; and he 


-treasurer, Mr. Bradish, and by || suggested not only a more feasible, but a cheaper 


amount appropriated. The Secretary of War 
declined using any of the money that had been 
appropriated, and has asked Congress, in his re- 
port, to modify the act simply by striking out the 
words in the last line of this amendment, in order 
that he might use such discretion in expending 
the money as would enable him to carry out the 
work efficiently. 

1 suppose, Mr. Chairman, it would be out of 
order, were | to refer to anything which occurred 
in the other end of the Capitol, but I trust the 
committee will pardon me if I say that, in the earl 
part of the present session, the modification whic 
is contained in this amendment, was passed in the 
other end of the Capitol even without a reference. 
The bill containing it came to this House and was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, which 
committee, at leagt three months ago, reported it 
back to this House, with a recommendation that it 
do pass. I have been anxious, from that time to 
the present moment, to call up that bill, confident 
as I have been, and confident as [ am now, that 
this House will adopt it, and enable the Secretary 
to expend this money according to the act of last 
Congress, save so far only as the mode in which 
the work shall be accomplished. 

I desire further to state to this committee that 
this modification does not carry in itself the ap- 
papeenes of a single dollar of the public money. 

| It does not ask for a single cent of additional ap- 
propriation, but only asks that such discretionary 
ower shall be vested in the Secretary of the 
Panniers. as is recommended in the report of the 
engineer. 

The question being upon concurring in the Sen- 
ate amendment, 

Mr. SHAW called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hueues and 
MILison were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reserthnteen 67, noes 53. 

So the Senate amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means propose that the one hundred and eightieth 
and one hundred and eighty-first amendments of 
the Senate be non-concurred in, and that, if there 
be no objection, they be considered together. 
| The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the 
| proposition ? ; 
| There was no objection; and the amendments 
| were read, as follows: 


One hundred and eightieth amendment: 


‘And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
commissioner, at the compensation of not exceeding $4,000 
per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 

| value, of all valid claims arising in Washington and Oregon 
| Territories under the treaty with Great Britain of June 15, 
1846 ; and should said claims, or any part thereof, be deemed 
of sufficient public and political importance to justify or 
require the measure, the President is hereby authorized to 
direct said commissioner to agree with the claimants and 
the Hudson’s Bay Company for the relinquishment of their 
claims on a just and fair valuation, and to pay over the 
amount so agreed upon, on a full and entire surrender and 
relinquishment of all right, title, claim, interest, and de- 
mand, therein and thereto, to the United States: Provided, 
That none of the lands acquired under this section shail be 
subject to donation or preé mption, but shall be sold at pub- 
lic aucff>n, unless in cases where, in the opinion of the 
commissioner, the sum bid for any particular parcel or 
piece shall be less than a fair price therefor, to ascer- 
| tained by the commissioner aforesaid ; said sales to be made 
for cash, at such times and places, and with such postpone- 


|| ments, as may be directed by the said commissioner; and 
|| for carrying into effect the provisions of this section in case 


| of a purchase, a sum not exceeding $300,000 is hereby ap- 

| propriated: Provided, That the amount to be paid for all 

| the said claims, rights, and interest, shall not exceed the 
sum herein appropriated; and for defraying the expenses of 
the commission, the further sum of $500 is also appropria- 

| ted, payable out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 


One hundred and eighty-first amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in case it 
should be deemed inexpedient to sel] said lands and im- 
provements immediately, or any part thereof, the President 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguish- 
ment of the tle as afuresaid, to direct the commissioner 
tc take possession of the same, for and in the name of the 

| United Statés, and to lease the same on such terms and 
conditions, and for such sum or sums, as he may deem 
proper and right, subject, however, to sale. when in his 
opinion it may be proper, after the United States surveys 
have been extended over the same. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to strike out the 
first five words of the amendments. 

Mr. Chairman: I wish to submit one or two 

| words on these amendments before the committee 
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acta on them. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means have recommended a non-concurrence. In | 
my judgment, they are the most important fea- - 
tures of this entire bill. By the treaty for the set- 
tlement of our controversy with Great Britain in 
regard to the line separating Oregon from Canada, | 
the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company was, 
to a certain extent, recognized. They now claim | 
the right to an undefined territory in Washington 
Territory. It covers the best land there. ‘That 
company has no determined or ascertained rights; 
but they have undefined rights by the treaty. 
The uncertainty of the matter prevents settlement 
and the development of the resources of the north- 
western coast. 

The claim of that company, unintelligible as it 
is, should be settled, I say that it is as proper 
for the Government to extinguish the title of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company as it is for it to extin- 
guish the Indian title. ‘The importance of devel- 
oping the resources of the northwestern coast of 
our country is well known to this Congress. I | 
suy, without something authorizing us to settle 
and compromise with the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, that country cannot be speedily settled, and 
its wealth cannot be fairly developed, for this 
company has too Jarge an interest to develop it 
upon that extreme northwest coast. In this mat- | 
ter | know that the interests of Puget’s Sound are 
regarded as antagonistical to the interests of the 
bay of San Francisco. But I say that they are 
important interests, and the people of this whole 
Confederacy are interested in the settlement of the 
lands there. The passage of this amendment 
will secure the settlement of that country. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from California 
{[Mr. McDovaeaut..] 

This is a proposition to buy the rights of the 
Hudson’s Bay Fur Company in the Territory for- 
merly known as Oregon Territory, but now em- | 
braced in two territories, Washington and Oregon. | 
Under the treaty of 1846, the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany claim certain rights, and so far as they are 
recognized by that treaty, | deem it proper to read 
the third article of that treaty: 

In the future appropriation of the Territory south of the 





forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as provided in the first 
article of this treaty, the possessory rights of the Hudsen’s || 
BayCompany and all British subjects who may be already 
in the oceupation of the land or other property, lawfully | 
acquired within the said territory, shall be respected.’’ 


I now say that the Hudson’s Bay Company have 
the possessory right to continue only during the | 
continuance of the charter of that company. The 
charter of that company will expire in the year 
1863—nine years hence; and that company will 
have no more right to territory, or land in that 
Territory, than any other squatter upon the public 
lands. 

But further: [have in my possession a report, | 
submitted at the instance of the Secretary of State, | 
by Governor Stevens, the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Washington. He was instructed to 
inquire into the value of the rights of the Hud- | 
son’s Bay Company, and the Puget’s Sound Agri- | 
cultural Company. I find that he values these | 
rights to be worth $300,000. One tract of land 
claimed by the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Com- || 
pany, being fifteen miles by fifty or sixty--I am | 
not particular in relation to the dimensions—Gov- | 
ernor Stevens says is almost unexplored, and is 
only occupied for the grazing of their cattle and | 
flocksofsheep. He estimates that, upon thattract, 
there are five thousand head of cattle and sixteen | 
thousand head of sheep; and that the value of this | 
tract, with the cattle and sheep, cannot exceed in 
amount $150,000; which goes to make up a part 
and parcel of the $300,000 embraced in this ap- | 
propriation. Do we want to buy these cattle and | 
sheep? I say that the companies have no rights 
for which the Government of the United States 
ought to pay them one dollar. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not intend to discuss the | 
merits of this matter at all, for I have not the time | 
todo so. Suffice it to say, that we have two | 
hundred miles in extent upon the Pacific coast, | 
and we give every man who settles there two or | 
three hundred acres of land. It is hardly neces- | 
sary to acquire more land there by buying out | 
these possessory rights. 

Cries of ** Question!” ** Question ! ’’] 
ir. McDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, 
then withdrew his amendment. | 

Mr. LANCASTER. I propose to amend the 
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| informed, regret the vote he has given, if hesustain 


| There is an extensive settlement on that claim 


| 
ered by American citizens, and they are warned | 
off by the company. 


| of Washington in their troubles. 








amendment by increasing the appropriation one | 
dollar; and I do so to say that I do hope the || trol; they keep the Indians and 


committee will not pass upon this important met- 
ter in this great hurry and precipitation. I pledge 
myself that every single member of this commit- 
tee who does so, will some day, when he is better 


the action of the Committee of Waysand Means. 


the case, they will regret sustaining that commit- 
tee on this question, if they should do so. [Cries 
of ** Question !’’] I have not occupied much time 
on this floor. Since I came here, I have never, 
on any occasion, unless it concerned my section 
of the country, troubled the House, and therefore 
I claim a few moments on the present occasion. 
ee of ** Agreed.’’] I will read from article 
our, in this treaty: 

** The farms, lands, and other property of every descrip- 
tion belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, 


on the north side of Columbia river, shall be confirmed to the 
said company.’? 


The gentleman from Missouri contemplated the 
third article of the treaty, and not the fourth article, 
and all his remarks apply to the third article. The 
fourth article says nothing in relation to the pos- 
sessory rights. 


‘* The farms, lands, and other property of every descrip- ; 
tion belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company 
shall be confirmed to the said company.’’ 


This company claim a large tract of land by 
virtue of this treaty bordering on Puget’s Sound. 


formed by American citizens, and they have en- 
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years. 


shepherds and herdsmen. 


streams, and the thickest and heaviest 
earth. And now they appear before the 
Government, asking it to settle the diffic 
arising between them and the Indians, and ha); 
breeds and British, on the subject of the rights f 
the Puget’s Sound Agricultural and Hudson’s Ba. 
Companies. You have had to settle difficulties ; 
that region before. You have had the ; 
and the Rogue River Indian war, and you hays 
/ had to pay the expenses of those wars. 
habitants of the country now appeal to you. The 
ask you, as emigrants from every part of the 


United States, to give them 








They have the Indians under their 


The American ej; 
u ne 
who have settled in that countr ry 


the best sections of it. 
_ over the western portion of the Territor 
| Streams, in the valleys, and on the 


| tlements are far remote, in many instances, f;, 
When the members come to know the facts of | each other, and separated by high me 


August 1, 


half-breeds te 


en 
Y are located in 


They are Scattered 4) 


OFY, ON the 
Prairies, ge, 


Mountains and 
forests on 


American 
ulties now 


Cayuse war, 


The in. 


protection, to eXtend 


| to them the constitutional aid which is in your 


power. They have committed no wrong by going 
there to that rempte region. They have been jp. 
vited by you to go there; and it was not their fay}; 


that a foreign company, the stockholders of which 


reside in London, should, by virtue of a treaty 


| made by the high contracting powers, continue i, 
| the very heart of the Territory. The stockholerg 


in London desire to make money by the operations 


| of the companies in Washington; and the persong 
who are acting as agents—and necessarily by in- 
| structions—whatever may be their desire as men, 


croached upon the rights of that company. If \| among us, to preserve peace, they have Not the 


the treaty has any meaning in it, then their rights 


| power to do it, 


And I say to you here, that as 


are invaded, and their forbearance is a matter of | a matter of prudence, asa principle of saving to 
S 


surprise. There are meeting houses upon it, a 
county seat laid off, and a large village built up 
upon it, United States troops fortified upon it, and, 
as | am informed, are paying rents to that com- 
pany. United States paying rents! and learned 
men here say that that company have no rights 
there by virtue of that treaty. This claim is cov- 


| 


These settlers and the ser- 
vants of the company are in constant collision. 
The rights of neither are defined or set out by 
metes and bounds. These settlers look to you, 
and rely upon you, for relief. By a proviso 
contained in the treaty you are permitted to pur- 
chase out the company’s interests, and it should 
be done at some price, and that at once. They 
were once your constituents, as they have emi- 
grated from every portion of the United States; 
every city and every county in the whole Union 
has a representation there; and they have relations 
and friends here in the States who are now your 
constituents, and who sympathize with the people 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do I understand 
the gentleman from Washington Territory to say 
that these rights were to be confirmed to the Pu- 
get’s Sound Agricultural Company ? 

Mr. LANCASTER. I say so. 
the article of the treaty again. 

Mr. JONES. Why, this is for the Hudson’s 
Bay Fur Company, and not for the Puget’s Sound 
Agricultural Company. 

Mr. LANCASTER. If I only had time, I 
should speak about this appropriation; but I am 
bound down by the five-minute rule, and the sub- 
ject is far too weighty to be discussed in five 
minutes; and my time is about out. I think 1 | 
may venture to trespass on the committee a short 
time; and I promise not to disturb the House any || 
more this session. 

The article of the treaty reads: 

“ The farms, lands, and other property of every descrip- | 
tion, belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Com- 
pany, shall be confirmed to the said company.’’ 

Now, I say that this bill before you, as I look 
upon it, affects every claimant under the treaty, || 
the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company as well | 
as the Hudson’s Bay Company, as also all British || 
subjects. The bill seeks to wipe away from the || 
whole Territory, and from Oregon, every vestige 
of right, whatever it may be, which is granted by || 
the treaty. || 

And I say further—as I said before—the settlers | 


I will read 


'are all over the country, upon the best tracts of 


lands belonging to ths Hudson’s Bay Company, | 
and to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. 1 
These companies have been there for some forty | 


| was about to state wh 


| the Government, a far larger sum than this bill 
calls for, that as a matter of humanity, bya de. 


sire to save the lives of those who are there, bya 
desire to remove fear and a well-grounded appre. 


| hension of another destructive war with the [p- 


dians, agree to the Senate amendment, or issue a 


| commission of appraisal; do something which shall 


show that, as the guardians of an infant Territory, 
you have her welfare and prosperity at heart. 


[Here the hammer fell.] 


The question being upon Mr. Lancasrer’s 


amendment, 


Mr. McDOUGALL said: 


I hope the gentleman 


from Washington will be allowed to go on. 
[Cries of ** Go on!’ **Go on!”’} 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 


I am opposed to 


the amendment of the gentleman from Washing- 


Mr. LANCASTER, by 
withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. STUART. 


| ton, and ask for a vote upon it. 


unanimous consent, 


I now move to reduce the 
| appropriation $1,000; and I yield to allow the 


gentleman from Washington to finish his remarks. 


Mr. LANCASTER. I 


am thankful for: the 


opportunity to speak again in favor of Washing- 
ton. I represent that country, and I am here for 
the purpose of protecting its interests; and I say 
here before you, thatI urge nothing to the consid- 
eration of this committee but what I believe to be 
honestly true and just. I have been a settler there 


a long time. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
It is, that the gentleman must con- 


tion of order. 


I rise to a ques- 


fine himself to opposing the amendment made by 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to an explanation of the reasons 
why he opposes the amendment of the gentleman 


from Michigan. 


Mr. LANCASTER. Well, I am doing so. | 


of things there, why I 


| citizens, their wants and their fears. 


I knew of the situation 
new of the feelings of the 


Seven years 


ago this summer I removed across the Rocky 


Mountains into that Territory, and 


have re- 


mained there from that time to this, and I intend 


to be faithful to its interests. 


1 hope this appro- 


priation will not be reduced, and I hope that the 


amendment will prevail. 


| which were allotted me Is 


get’s Sound Agricultural 
from Michigan, to whom 1 


In the five minutes 
ke mainly of the Pu- 
ompany. My friend 
am indebted for this 


act of courtesy—which appears to be a part of his 
character, and for which he willaccept my thanks— 


feels desirous that somethin 
operation of the Hudson’s 


_— be said of the 


y Company. 


Mr. Chairman, you will perceive, as I read the 
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ind article of the treaty, that this company 
vi nds ona different ground. It is in these words: 


ar gr. 3. In the fature appropriation of the territory south 
> me forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as provided in 
frst article of this treaty, the possessory nghts of 
* Hudeon’s Bay Company, and of all British subjects 

may be already in the occupation of land, or other 


v oper iawfully acquired within the said territory, shall 

L. respected.” 

My time will not permit a construction of this 
treaty’. Five minutes! It would require as many 
hours. The Hudson's Bay Company are in pos- 
session of many tracts of land, which they call 
forts—voth in Washington and Oregon; and this 
‘ mpany, like the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company, own large herds of cattle, sheep, and 
horses. | have no personal knowledge save of 
the post at Vancouver. The Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany claim at this place a tract of land, as is said, 
of thirty-8iX miles up and down the Columbia 
river, by about fifteen miles wide. This tract 
is supposed to be the best land in the Territory. 
Upon this tract the Fort Vancouver is situated, 
, strong and well fortified place. This claim of 
and is all settled by adverse claimants, under the 
donation law, even up to the ®annon’s mouth 
on the fort. Their fields are taken, their fences 
removed, their houses occupied, and they are 
defied. They have warned the people away, 
and from some they receive rents. 

The officers in charge are bound to obey the 
instructions which are furnished from London by 
the stockholders, and they have manifested a 
strong desire to prevent collisions between the 
company’s servants and the American settlers. 
The lands are becoming more and more valuable, 
and it will not be in the power of the officers in 
charge, nor of any other force, to prevent de- 
struction of property and loss of life. In the mean- 
time, the settler is without confidence in his title; 
the improvements of the country are retarded, its 
prosperity impeded; a belligerent and hostile feel- 
ing created, and a public display of settled hatred 
manifested. These officers are men, and they 
cannot be blamed for being influenced by the pas- 
sions common toman. They feel that Britain has 
solemnly guarantied, by treaty with our Govern- 
ment, some rights to them; that their rights, 
whatever they be, shall be respected; and this 
company, like the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company, has its influence over the Indians and 
half-breeds. Suppose that some pf the members 
of this House should go there, and use the lan- 
guage we have heard here to-night, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company would be driven out in twenty- 
four hours, and they would go north into the 
Cuba of the great Mediterranean of the Pacific— 
to Vancouver’s Island—and they would have it in 
their power to call for an indemnity, through the 
home Government, which would sound something 
like the millions we have heard of this session. 

The destruction would not stop at Vancouver. 
I have been there a long time; ieee the spirit 
of some who were there; and I say here in your 
presence, that the present state of things cannot 
continue long. Is it desirable? Is it necessary? 
Is it called for? By what principle of justice can 
you desire that these large tracts of land in the 
very heart and core of the Territory shouldbe 
possessed and controlled by foreigners who reside 
six thousand miles from their possessions, and 
who owe allegiance to a foreign nation wher@ the 
reside, and who never intend to become Ameri- 
cans? Suffer me most solemnly to inquire of you 
individually, why you will not yield to the judg- 
ment of the Senate? This bill has had the sanction 
of the Departrhents. This present Administration, 
oy and through the proper Departments, recom- 
mend the passage of this bill. If you are dissatisfied 
with the billin its present form, why not amend 
it? Why not permit a commission to issue? 
Choose me good man; if you are not satisfied 

with Governor Stevens’s report, authorize another. 

as this case transferred to some other society, 
| ask if there would not be a change in the senti- 
ments of some of us? Suppose such claims were 
held by non-residents under the same circum- 
stances in Texas, or in New Mexico, or Califor- 
nla, or Ohio, New York, or the District of Co- 
lumbia, would you hesitate about the propriety of 
sending out a commissioner? Let the millions 
which have been a propriated answer this ques- 

— Turn over the record; begin at Texas; pass 
rough Mexico with her treaty stipulations, and 

then ¢ rough California; and then look at the rec- 
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| ord—for the record will live when we are dead— Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not think 
| and compare the demand of Washington, with her | that the correction comes in properly, and I object 
| reasons, with the record, and then vote; and, as || to it. 
| honest men, I shall have no fears for the result. Mr. CHANDLER. I do not rise to argue 
| The day will come when you will feel proud of | the question. You have given the clerks of the 
| your possessions on the Pacific. Looking as they || Sub-Treasury at New York $2,200 per annum, 
| do, on China and Japan; rich as they are in min- || and this amendment only gives the clerks of the 
| erals, and all that is desirable to make a nation | Sub-Treasury at Philadelphia, and the clerks con- 
| great, powerful, rich, and respected. The day is || nected with the United States Mint there, a salary 
not far distant. ~ || each of $1,800 per annum. We do notask that 
| Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, with- || re shall have $2,200 per annum, but only $1,800, 
an 
in 


| drew his amendment. I hope that the amendment may be concurred 
| The question was then taken upon the one hun- 


oats F : 
| dred and eightieth and one hundred and eighty-|| Mr. DAWSON. I concur in every word that 
| first amendments, and they were non-concurred || my colleague has said. These clerks deserve a 
| in. salary of $1,800 per annum, afd I hope the Sen- 
| One hundred and eighty-second amendment: ate’s amendment will meet with the committee’s 
| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President || concurrence. 

of the United States be authorized and directed to appoint Mr.CHANDLER. I demand tellers. 
| two persons to investigate and collect proof, under the in- 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dawson 
| and Rowe were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was concurred in, the tellers having reported— 
ayes 81, noes 48. 

One hundred and eighty-fourth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of the act of July 3, 1852, entitled “* An act to establish 
a branch of the Mint of the United States in California,” be 
so amended as to allow to the clerks authorized to be em- 

| ployed therein three thousand dollars per annum each, to 
‘ - : take effect from and after the Ist day of July, 1854. And 
this amendment, but for the great importance I | such additional sums as, together with those elsewhere pro- 


attach to it. It is well known to many of the eee ee eas chine airmen 
: : ized by this and the precedin on s act, are he 

+ some of this oe oon oe os bey appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 

constantly coming betor ongress trom e ate 


a , : 5 e . wise appropriated for the payment thereof. 
of Florida, for indemnity for Indian depredations, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
committed during the Seminole war. These 


“© '| of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
claims are constantly occupying the time of this 


; , rence. 
House, and the object of this amendment is to Th endusant wen honeensmeh ie 
facilitate the investigation of these cases, against oe “= 4 eiehty-fifth ; d 
which there has been heretofore a prejudice, | One hundred and eighty- ‘SURERSIAT 
| may say, an improper prejudice, created in this || S®c-—- 4nd beit further enacted, That all appointments 
H Sir, th on why these clai aw of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
ouse. ir, tne reason way the aims Coming || offices of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
| from the State of Florida have created such a feel- | in the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and the as- 
ing in opposition to them is, because, from the || say office in New York, shall respectively be made, with 
| circumstances in connection with them they have || the approbation of the President, by the assistant treasurer 
: | ‘end ,. h f. || director, superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 
run up to a very large amount; and, without ref- || .aiq branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose 
| erence to their justice Or propriety, they are re- | bonds are held at the Treasury Department in trast for the 
| jected in this House. As | have said, the simple || proper and faithful performance of their respective duties. 
and sole object of this Senate amendment is to fa- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
cilitate the investigation of these claims. I trust 


t | recommend a non-concurrence. 
the amendment will be coneurred in by the The amendment was non-concurred in. 
House. 


structions of the Department of the Interior, on the depre- 
dations upon private property by the Indiansin Florida, 
subsequent to the 25th December, 1835, the report and tes- 
timony to be submitted to Congress at its next séssion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I have an amendment to 
| offer to that amendment. I move that three com- 
| missioners be appointed instead of two. 

I should not have said one word in reference to 





2 One hundred and eighty-sixth amendment: 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say five words in 


s Sec. — And beit further enacted, That the district judges 
opposition to the amendment of the gentleman || for the State of California, while in the discharge of the 
from Florida. The Committee of Ways and || duties imposed by the act of the 3d of March, 1851, enti- 
seuaee =s° tled *‘ An act to ascertain and settle the private land claims 
| Means were opposed to constituting an itinerant | in the State of California,’’ be allowed at the rate of 822,000 
board of commissioners to proceed to Florida || per annum each, in addition to their salaries as district 
for the purpose of hunting up claims to be pre- || judges for the State of California, which shall be in full for 
sented to Congress. I recollect some years ago, || their services. 
a Senator from Florida remarked that he had pre- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
sented claims for horses so often that he had be- 


recommend a non-concurrence. 
come tired of it, and should in future go for hogs. Mr. LATHAM. I move fo increase the com- 
| ([Laughter.] I hope the committee will not agree 


| pensation one dollar. 
| to support this commission, and that we shallcome | The compensation intended in this amendment 
to a vote upon the proposition without further de- || is for services which were rendered by these offi- 
bate. cers while they were not in the line of their reg- 
Mr. Maxwe.v’s amendment was not agreed to. || ular and ordinary duties. So faras the settlement 
The Senate amendment was thennon-concurred || of these claims by the judges of the district courts 
in. | is concerned, their duties ‘are increased. Their 
One hundred and eighty-third amendment: | duties are different from those performed by other 
Sac. —. And be it further enacted, That the seventhsec- | judges in other district courts throughout the 


tion of the act of ean 1837, — ne om —— Union. As farasthe principle itself is concerned, 
mentary to the act entitled ‘ An act establishing a Mint,and | ; 
regulating the coins of the United States,’ ” be so amended || I ae be permitted to state what has been the 


| as to extend the limit for the annual salary of clerks in the || uniform custom whenever commissioners have been 
Mint of the United States to $1,800 each, from and after the || appointed for the purpose of settling claims; and 


Ist of July, 1854, at the discretion of the eee when the cases have gone to the district courts, 
by law to appoint, with the approbation of the President of || : : 
the United States, including also one clerk in the office of || the judges of those courts have had compensation 


the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia, and that the salary | different from that provided for by the act regu- 
of the chief clerk of the branch Mint at New Orleans shail | lating their salary. 


be $2,200 from and after the Ist of July, 1854, Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman from 
Mr. PHELPS. I do not rise to move an amend- || California tell us what the salaries of these 
nent, but merely to call the attention of the com- || judges are now? 
mittee to the message which was sent from the Mr. LATHAM. I willina moment. Inthe 
Senate this morning, stating that the Secretary had | States of Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, Flor- 
made some mistakes in the amendments adopted || idi, Mississippi, and Alabama, commissioners 
by that body, as communicated to us. One ofthe || have been appointed for the purpose of adjudica- 
mistakes is in the section now under considera- || ting similar land titles. And whenever the right 
tion. After the words ‘* Mint of the United | to appeal to the district courts was given, increased 
States,’? where they first occur, should be in- | compensation has been allowed to the judges of 
serted ‘‘ and branch Mint at New Orleans.’’ I || such courts. In the State of Missouri, the addi- 
would ask the unanimous consent of the commit- tional compensation given was $800 per annum. 
tee to consider the words as part of the amend-| In the State of Alabama, if I recollect right, or 
ment. The Committee of Ways and Means rec- || have been informed right, $1,500 per annum was 
ommend a non-concurrence in the amendment. | given to these judges; and that increased compen- 
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pation was continued so long as that district courts 
were employed in adjudicating these claims. 

Mr. HO STON. Oh! it wasa smaller amount 
than that. 

Mr. LATHAM. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama says that the sum allowed to the district 
judges in his State was smaller than that I have 
mentioned. Whatever the amount was I cannot 
correcily state, but it is sufficient for my purpose 
to state that an additional salary was given to 
them over and above their regular compensation. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. ee 
asks me what the salaries of these judges are. 
will tell him, The salary of the district judge of 
the northern district is $3,500 per annum; that 
of the judge for the southern district is $2,800. 
These salaries are inadequate to the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of their office. The district court of 
San Francisco is in session nine continuous months || 
in the year. Now, then, this law which author- |! 
izes the taking of an appeal from the decision of 
these land commissioners to the district courts im- 
poses an additional labor upon the judges, com- 
pelling them to hold their courts from the Jst of 
January to the 3lst of December. The State of 
California pays to the judges of her suprame court 
$10,000 a year. She pays to her district judges 
$7,000 a year. And every gentleman present 
who knows anything connected with that State— 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Suirn] knows 
it full well—knows that it is absolutely impossible 
for the judges of the district courts to save any 
part of their salary. It is as much as they can 
do, if they can do it at all, to live comfortably on 
$3,500 a year. The judge of the district court of 
the northern district of California, a gentleman of 
great ability, has told me that his salary was not 
sufficient compensation for him; and he told me 
that he was excluded by the duties of his office | 
from embarking — in any of the commercial 
enterprises of the day. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and! will not occupy five minutes in saying 
all that I have to say in opposition to it. If] || 
am not mistaken, the gentleman from California || 
is very much mistaken in regard to the salaries of || 
judges in his State. One of them receives $5,000. | 

Mr. LATHAM. The salary of the judge of | 
the northern district of California was originally 
$5,000, and he discharged the duties of both dis- 
tricts. But when a judge was appointed for the 
southern district, the salary of the judge of the 
northern district reverted to $3,500 per annum. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will bear me out in that statement. The || 
salary of the judge of the southern district was 
$2,800. 

Mr. LETCHER. It is manifest, taking the || 
matter io be as the gentleman from California || 
states, that the judge of the northern district of || 
California is now getting a salary equal to that of | 
a judge in the distréct of New York, and as high 
as the salary received by any judge in any State 
on this side of our country. Now, what is pro- 
posed to be done by this amendment? It is pro- | 
posed to almost double that salary, by the addi- | 
tion of $2,000 to it, while the salary of the other || 
judge ment to be increased in the same ratio. i 
Is this 
only $1,600, and is ‘obliged to travel one thousand | 
one hundred miles a year, at his own cost and | 
charges, and at all seasons of the year? His, 
travel costs him $400, and he then has $1,200 left 
as his compensation. Is it justice, when such a 
state of things exists here, to augment the salaries 
of the judges in California to almost double the | 
present amount? Our judges are compelled to 





perform as much labor, and receive only one third | 


of the compensation given to the judges in Cali- 
fornia. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Latuam’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to increase the 
appropriation two dollars. [ wish to say one 
word in reference to this matter. The judge of 
the northern district of California receives $3,500 | 

er annum, and | am told by the gentleman from | 
irginia that the judge in his district gets only | 
$1,600 per annum. I tell the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia that $1,600 in his district is worth more than | 


| receive a compensation of $8,000 per annum. 


| botha district court and a circuit court. 


| amendment, if there be no objection. 


| three years, in addition to their salaries as district judges 
| for the State of California, which shall be in full for their 


services. 


| that the object of this amendment is to make pro- 


air, when the judge in my district gets | ment, and ask for a vote upon it. 


| amend the amendment of the Senate, by providing | 
| that this additional compensation shall not con- | 


| Federal officers in that State. 


Upon what basis was that compensation placed ? 


Upon the California basis of compensation for || 


services there. 


And the $8,000 paid to the land 


commissioners is less than we pay our own State || 


judges. We pay to our supreme judge $10,000 a | 
year. We pay to our district judges $6,000 per | 
annum. Now, what is asked here of the United 
States? These judges discharge not merely the 


duties of the judges of a Federal tribunal; they 


determine not merely duties belonging to a district || 


proper, but they determine matters belonging to | 
And to | 
this same court are carried, by appeal, all the land | 
contests of that State; and | undertake to say that 


whoever undertakes to discharge the duties of this || 


office in California,isa slave. Heis compelled to || 
perform services both day and night, for month 
after month. He performs duties, as judge, not 
only during the spring and fall terms, but for the | 
whole twelve months of the year.” And | say that | 
if you pay this additional compensation of $2,000 
per annum, you pay only a justand fair compen- | 
sation for the service he renders. 
Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia said the judges of California received only | 
$3,500 and $2,800 per annum. Sir, here is the | 
official register, which puts it down at $5,000. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. That was formerly. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will say to the gentleman | 


| from New York, that after the appointment of 


judges for the southern district of California, one 
was discontinued temporarily, and the remaining 
judge received $5,000; but since that arrangement 
has been dispensed with, the judges have returned 
to the old rates of compensation. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I simply ask that this | 
amendment shal] be fairly considered. 

Mr. BRIDGES. _I rise to oppose the amend- | 
ment, but not to discuss it. I ask for a vote. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I will withdraw my | 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 propose the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


After the word ‘**each,’’ in the twenty-five hundredth | 
line, insert the words ‘‘ for three years ;”’ so that it will 
read: } 

Be allowed at the rate of $2,000 per annum each for | 


Mr. Chairman, the committee will perceive 


vision that this additional compensation shall not 
be given to these judges for life, or for a very 
longterm of years. The object of this compensa- 
tion, if we allow it at all, is to remunerate them | 
for present labor in revising the work of these 
land commissioners. I have proposed to make it 
continue for a specific period, for the time for 
which any great amountof labor will be required. 
The committee will perceive that if it is allowed to 
run as long as there is any of this business to 
do, it may linger along for years, while the greater 
part. of the labor may be performed in two or | 
three years. 

Mr. WALSH.’ I am opposed to the amend- 


Mr. Smitn’s amendment was not agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the Senate amendment. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I move to | 


tinue for more than five years. I understand this 
will meet the views of the member from California, 
and I trust it will be adopted. I hope gentlemen 


| will reflect before they refuse to place the Federal | 


judges of California at least on a par with other 
Is it wise, in a 
State like California, so remote from the central” 
authority, and where judges are exposed to infla- 
ences which do not operate in other portions of 
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the country, to place them on salaries less than 
they car make in almost any other employment? 
If the S:ate has found it necessary to pay salaries 
of $6,000 or $8,000, to obtain the proper talent for 
a State judiciary, do the United States want judi- 
cial officers who are less qualified ? 





$5,000 in the northern district of California. [1 | 
is more valuable to the judge, and will go further. | 

Now, | wish to state one fact. The judges of | 
California to settle the land contests of that State | 


But, sir, in making these remarks, I confess I 
am influenced by feelings that may not operate 
upon other members of the committee. I know 
the gentleman who fille the office of judge in 








August 1, 


ee 





North California. He has passed through 4 
early settlement of the countr unquestioned 
the pow of his character. We have been , e 
by the member from California, {Mr. Lary “i 
that though restricted in his means, he has aa 
pulously refrained from engaging in speculati > 
which have made the fortunes of others oe 
should reflect upon his administration of justice 
This shows him to be the man for his Position hes 
ina country where the force of law depends « 
much upon the character of the judge, it is lies 
to seek to retain him. poy 

Mr. WALSH. Who is he? 

Mr. PERKINS. He comes from the gentle 
man’s own State. If at the bar, he could make 
ten times the amount he now receives, and | do 
not think it just to impose upon him additions) 
duties without additional compensation, 

Mr. WALSH. It is very singular that th. 
gentleman should have an indisposition to nam, 
so extraordinary a man. 

(Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !”” 

The question was taken; and Mr. ta 
amendment was rejected. 

The question Was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in. . 


One hundred and eighty-seventh amendment: 


Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That so much of 
the act passed 26th February, 1853, being “ An act ip 
regulate the fees and costs to be allowed cierks, marshals 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, and for other purposes, as fixes the compensation 
to be allowed for expenses while employed in endeavorin 
to arrest under process any person charged with or coy. 
victed of a crime, the sum actually expended, not to excee; 
two dollars per day in addition to his compensation for ser. 
vice and travel,” so as to read ‘“‘ for expenses while em. 
ployed in endeavoring to arrest under process any person 
charged with or convicted of a crime, the actual necessary 
expenses in addition to his compensation for service and 
travel.’? 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend anon-concurrencein the amend. 
ment. 1| thought when the bill passed at the last 
session that it was a bad one; this amendment 
makes it worse. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-eighth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That whenever it 
shall become necessary for the head of any Department or 
office to employ Special agents, other than officers of the 
Army or Navy, who may be charged with the disburse. 
meut of public moneys, they shall, prior to entering upon 
duty as such, give bond in such form and with such se- 
curity as the head ®f the Department or office employing 
said agent may approve. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. To make this 
amendment conform in spirit to a clause which 
was adopted by a very large majority during the 
day, I move to strike out the words “ other than 
officers of the Army or Navy.” 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The Senate amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 

One hundred and eighty-ninth amendment: 

Amend the title of the bill by adding the words “ and 
for other purposes.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
coffmittee do now rise and report the amendments 
to the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In looking over the ament- 
ments, I see in several of them the word ‘ &c.” 
occurring, and I now ask the unanimous consent 
to be permitted to strike it out wherever it occurs. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection; and it’ was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say one word before 
the committee rises. The Senate have sent us & 

aper indicating that they desired to amend the 
feos section of the bill by striking out thée words: 

« And further, that all appropriations which are herein 
made, or may be hereafter made, for repairs or improve- 
ments of the public buildings, grounds, and streets withio 
the District of Columbia, and now under the charge of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior; and that all Jaws, or parts of laws, inconsistent with 
this section shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed.”’ 

I wish to treat the Senate with all respect, and 
propose that the amendment be considered as be- 
fore us. It is an amendment which ought not '0 
be made, and I hope that it may be non-concurred 


in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The words proposed to be 
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arches while Lam disposed to treat the Senate || 


~ munication with every degree of respect, yet 
reer unwilling to set a precedent for invading the 
ig nal matter of the bill. — ; 

“he WALSH. Is this discussion out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis.— 

Mr. WALSH. Then I object to it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s motion; 
was agreed to. 

go the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
esymed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the amend- | 
ments of the Senate to House bill 48, “ making | 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending the 
4th of June, 1855,’ and had instructed him to 
report back some of the amendments to which 
they had agreed, others to which they had agreed 
with amendments, and others which they had non- 
concurred in. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the appro- 
bation of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
HovstoN,] | propose that the House sustain the 
previous question, order the main question to be 

ut, and then adjourn. With that view, 1 move | 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. _ 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Isa motion now in order 
to lay the bill upon the table ? 

(Cries of ‘* Let the main question be ordered || 
BL: 
wT BARKSDALE. I move to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

(Cries of ** No, no!” 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my motion 
for the present, but I shall renew it. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I now move to lay the 

bill upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House adjourn. 4 ape 

The motion was agreed to, and the House, | t 
thereupon, at twenty-five minutes of nine o’clock, | Senate bill (No. 353) ‘* for the relief of the legal 
p.m., adjourned till to morrow morning at ten || representatives of Henry King, deceased.”” Re- 
o’clock, a. m. || ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
|| ordered to be printed. 


without amendment. 

There being no objection, the bill was received 
and read by its title, as follows: 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation therein 
mentioned, and confirm the title of Charles G@. Gun- 
|| ter thereto. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 

|| state the facts in this case. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

| want to hear them. 

M®. ABERCROMBIE. 
satisfied, | will explain. 

Several Memapgrs. Oh, we are satisfied. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

REPORTS OF SENATE BILLS. 
Mr. PECKHAM. [ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to report back four Senate bills 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, for the 
mere purpose of reference. 
Assent was expressed. 


[ will now briefly 


it 
and Oh, no; we do not 


If the House be not 


recommendation that it do pass: 


eral in the revolutionary war.”’ 
Committee of the Whole House. 


recommendation that it do not pass: 


of Captain Joshua Chamberlain, deceased.” 
The report and bill were ordered to be laid on 
the table, and the former was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- 
|| tary Affairs report back the following bill, with 


1 move that the || « recommendation that it do pass; but with an 
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en out area part of the original text of the | to pass the House. I desire to report it back | Mr. FLORENCE. 


I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate amendment was agreed to, and also to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the business upon the Spesker’s table, for 
the purpose of taking up the Senate amendments 
to the homestead bill. 

Mr. MATTESON. 1 object to the motion. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Then | move to suspend the 


|, rules, to enable me to submit the motion. 


The SPEAKER. There is already a motion 
pending to suspend-the rules. There is also a 
motion pending to lay the civil and diplomatic bill 
upon she table; both of which take precedence of 
the motion proposed by the gentleman from Al- 
abama. This motion cannot be received. The 
rules cannot be suspended at this time at all. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. . I ask, in order that | may 


understand what are my rights, whether, after 
| having made this motion to proceed to the busi- 


i ’ .,. | bess upon the Speaker’s table, which the Chair 
Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs report back the following bill, with a | 


say#is not of equal privilege with others already 
pending, it will come up in order when the others 


| are disposed of? 
Senate bill (No. 338) * for the relief of Robert | 

_ C. Thompson, the legal representative of William 
H.. Thompson, deceased, formerly brigadier gen- | 
Referred to a | 


The SPEAKER. The motion to goto the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table cannot be made 
while the others are pending. The Chair will ex- 
plain the precise condition of the business before 


| the House. The amendments to the civil and dip- 


Senate bill (No. 398) ‘for the relief of the heirs | 


|, amendment virtually denying the relief asked for: | 


Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | tary Affairs report back the following bill, with a 
| recommendation that it do pass: 


Wepnespay, August 2, 1854. 
The House met at ten o’clock, a.m. Prayer | Senate bill (No. 375) ‘* relative to the accounts 
Referred to a Com- 


by Rev. Henry Sticer. | of General Stephen Moyer.”’ 
The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 


| printed. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. McMut- || "MM, FAULKNER. 
un, May, and Kerr, a committee of conference, || 
to meet a like committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the bill of the House entitled ** An 
act to authorize the extension of the Alexandria 
and Washington railroad into the District of Co- 
lumbia.’’ 


The SPEAKER announced as the business 


sent of the House to permit me to report back the 
|| following bill, from the Committee on Military 
| Affairs: 

| Senate bill (No. 269) ‘‘ granting the right of 
| way over, and depot grounds on, the military 
| reserve at Fort Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, 
| to the Port Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad 


n't a ; de | fe oe | Company.”’ < , 
rst in order, the motion made last evening by | [Unanimous consent being given, the report was 
Mr. Barxspate, to lay the civil and diplomatic || ~.ceived. 


bill upon the table. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise toa ||, 
privileged. question. I desire to make a report || sng passed 
ee eee opt | UNITED erares COURT IN BOSTON, ETC 
The SPEAKER. There is nothing in order | oe 7 
except the motion to lay the civil and diploteatio || Mr. WALLEY. I ask the unanimous con- 
bill upon the table, unless it be by the unanimous 
consent of the House. 
Mr. WHEELER. I object to everything, 
and call for the regular order of business. 


CHARLES G. GUNTER. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask the unanimous 
consegt of the Houseto make a report from the | the United States court, and the procuring of 


The bill -was then ordered to be read a third 


|\*table a bill which has come back from the Senate 
‘| with an amendment. I desire that the House 
shall concur in that amendment, and it will not 


| jection to it. It is a bill to authorize the lease of 


Committee on Private Land Claims. It is in rela- || sites for court-houses in Boston, New York, and }| 
‘| Philadelphia. The House have passed the bill, | 
|and the Senate have amended it so that the pur- | 
| chase shall not be bindiog unless the sanction of | 


tion to a private claim which has been for yea 
before the House. It has already passed the Sen- 
ate two or three times. There od never heen 
any objection to it. The parties interested are 
very much aggrieved in ecnsequence of the delay 
on the part of Congress to pass this bill. I hope 
the House will consent to take it up now. | 
Mr. SAGE. I wish to inquire of the gentle- || to add at the end of the bill the following: 
man from Alabama whether this is anything but 
& simple bill? 4 * |} for any site or sites, which contract or contracts shall be 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Itis simply a Senate | conditional, and made subject to the approval of Congress. 


bill of a private character, and will require no time | The amendment of the Senate was agreed to. 


'| Congress is obtained. 
No objection being made, the bill was taken up, 
and read in extenso. 


I ask the unanimous con- | 


ime, and was accordingly read the third time, || dinate body. 


Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili-  lomatic bill were reported from the Committeeof - 
tary Affairs report the following bill back, with a | 


the Whole on the state of the Union yesterday 
evening, and the previous question ordered upon 
them. The motion was then made that the amend- 
ments be laid upon the table. That motion is first 
in order. If it be decided in the negative, the con- 
currence in the amendments, under the operation 
of the previous question, will next be in order. 
When that business is disposed of, there is pend- 
ing a motion made by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cosn,} to suspend the rules, which 
lies over from yesterday. No motion to suspend 
the rules is, therefore, in order, until this business 
has been disposed of. Gentlemen upon the right 
and the left demand the regular order of business, 
and the proposition is therefore in order. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. | demand 
the yeas and nays upon the motionto lay the 
amendments to the civil and diplomatic bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, who made the motion, will 
withdraw it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew the motion. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand the Chair has entertained a motion 
to lay upon the table the civil and diplomatic 
bill. The paint I make is simply this: That it is 
not competent for this House, having once passed 
a bill, and, subsequently, amendments having 
been made by a codrdinate branch of the Govern- 
ment to that bill, to lay that bill upon the table. 
They have no power over the bill except to act 
upon the specific amendments made by the coér- 

There has never been, 1 undertake 


I will withdraw it. 


|| to say, in the whole history of parliamentary legis- 


| sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s | 


| take five minutes to do so, as there will be no ob- | 


| 
| 


'a building in Boston for the accommodation of | 


Together with any contract or contracts he may make 


lation, any other practice allowed. 

Mr. WHEELER. Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DISNEY. Well, sir, 1 have risen to a 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
gentleman’s point of order. ar 

Mr. DISNEY. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair; and | desire to state the grounds upon 
which I take an appeal. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman bas already 
stated the ground of his appeal; but, if he desires 
to repeat it, the Chair will be happy to hear his 
explanation, if it is the pleasure of the House that 
he should proceed. 

Mr. WHEELER. 


l object. 
Mr. DISNEY. 


I desire to state the grounds 


The Senate amendment, which was read, was | upon which I take an appeal from the decision of 


the Chair; for I have not yet stated them. | ap- 
eal from the decision of the Chair, because it 18 
[aid down by parliamentary writers upon these 
subjects, that when a bill has once passed a legis- 


|| lative body, passed to another coérdinate body, 
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and afterwards returned to the originating body | to have a contest with the Senate about the pay 


with amendments, that body has no power over 


the bill, except to act upon the amendments which |, 


have been returned to it—either to agree, or to 
disavree to them. The originating branch has no 
power overit. Itis so expressly laid down by 
every writer on civil law. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman turn to 
a single writer who has so laiddown? The Chair 
would like to know to what rule the gentleman 
refers? 

Mr. DISNEY. The Chairman will find the 
matter stated and settled on page ninety-five of 
Jefferson’a Manual. 

The SPEAKER. 
his own mind as to the rule on this subject. 


The Chair is determined in | 
It is | 


in order to move to lay the amendments of the Sen- | 


ate upon the table; and if the motion beagrted to, 
it carries the bill with it. The Chair has no doubt 
about his decision; and not desiring to make a 
speech, he calls on the House to decide between 
him and the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. SKELTON, 
upon the table. 


I move to Jay the appeal | 


The question was taken; and the motion, was | 


agreed to 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on | 


the motion to lay the amendments of the Senate to | 


the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
the yeas and nays. 

[Cries of ** No!” 


Mr. ORR. 


his demand for the yeas and nays until we see | 


how the House stands by division. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I withdraw the demand. 


I demand | 











of their officers. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama does not seem to understand the order of 
the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I merely desire in this in- 
stance to have the amendments voted upon to- 
gether, with a view to their concurrence. 

The SPEAKER. The question then is upon 
agreeing to amendments number two and number 
eight, which will be read by the Clerk. 


The amendments were read, as follows: ‘ 
Second amendment: 


For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and 
others receiving an annual salary, if the service of the 
Senate, $57,010. 


Eighth amendment: 


For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses and car- 
ryalls, $30,000, 


The question was taken; and the amendments 
were agreed to. 


Twenty-second amendment, on which a sep- 
arate vote was asked by Mr. Russet: 


That the act approved 22d April, 1854, entitled “* An act 
to amend the third section of the act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ shall be sv construed as in regard to increased coin- 
pensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th June last, to 
include within its provisions the clerks of the Department 
of State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast Survey ; 
and that the chief clerk in the State Department shall re- 
ceive the same compensation as the chief clerks in the 
other Departments of the Government for the last fiscal 


| hope the gentleman will withdraw®) year, and that the money necessary to carry these provis- 


ions into effect, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


The question was taken; and the House refused | on the state of the Union have reported against 


to iay the Senate amendments upon the table. 
Mr. HOUSTON, 
whole day to read the amendments, and I would 


It will consume nearly the | 


suggest, if gentlemen are prepared to do so, that | 


they state the amendments on which they desire | 


separate votes, and that the remainder be voted 
on en masse. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will it bein order to move 
that the House concur in the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER. 
imous consent, but not otherwise. 

Mr. LETCHER., If there be no objection, 1 
would submit that motion. 


Mr. GREEN WOOD. 


That may be done by unan- | 


| 
| 
| 


I desire that the one | 


hundred and seventy-ninth amendment may be | 
excepted, so that a separate vote may be taken | 


on it. I have otherwise no objection to the gen- 
tleman’s proposition. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


cepting the gentleman’s amendment. 


I have no objection to ex- | 


Objection was made to Mr. Lercner’s propo- | 


sition by several members. 


TheSPEAKER. The amendments will be read; | 


and if any gentleman desires a separate vote on 
any amendment, he will rise in his place and in- 
dicate it. 
are notasked, will be voted on en masse. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. A great deal 
of time will be consumed by the reading of all the 
amendments, Let each member who desires a 
separate vole on any amendment rise now, and 
specify it, and then let us vote on the others to- 
gether, 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 
Mr. MURRAY. 
would suggest that the amendments be read by 


their numbers, and gentlemen can then indicate | 


those on which they desire a separate vote. 

The SPEAKER. 
House that the proposition be agreed to? 

Cries of “‘Agreed!’? “*Agreed !’’] 

here was no objection; and the proposition 
was adopted. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the amend- 
ments by their numbers, when those on which 
separate votes were not demanded were passed 
over, to be disposed of en masse hereafter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Amendments number two 
and number eight havea direct relation to each 
other. ne oth relate to the Clerks of the 
Senate and their extra pay. I would like to have 
the Hlouse agree to both of these amendments. 
One enlarges the appropriation, and the other di- 
minishes another appropriation. 1 do not desire 





I object; and, if allowed, I || the House will now vote upon. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Will the Chair put the ques- | 
|| tion in the shape of agreeing to the report of the | 


Is it the pleasure of the | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Then, those on which separate votes | 


| made now. || a 
| authorized to contract for the construction of a custom- 


| 


i} 


! 





concurring in this amendment. 
Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the Housewillallow me, 

1 desire to make a correction in line two hundred 
and thirty-two. When the deficiency bill was | 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, we alldwed three $1,600 clerks to | 
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aT 


rence in that amendment, with 


| Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized 
chase said building at a sum not exceeding $200,000 





August 2, 
——<—<—— 
an amendment, 





which the Clerk will report. 
The Senate amendment was to strike out 
the following clause the part in brackets: 
For rent of house on northwest corner o 
teenth streets, or such other building as the s 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, (921 det 
For compensation of superintendent and four Watches” 
of the building corner of F and seventeenth streets $2 os 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: ew 
Thirty-two thousand three hundred and seventy-five q 
lars; and the Secretary of War is hereby authorized 5 
lease said building, or some other. for a term not exceed = 
five years, at the rent herein authorized, if, in his j ae 
ment, the same shall be for the public interest. *® Jude. 


The Committee of the W hole amended the Sep, 
ate amendment by striking out all after the words 
‘* warming all the rooms in it,”’ and inserting jp 
lieu thereof the following: , 

Twenty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy-fiy 
dollars: Provided, The Secretary of War be authorizeq . 
purchase the said building at a sum not exceeding $209,000 . 
so as tomake the clause read : fF 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven. 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $21,475; 


to pur- 


from 


f F and Seven. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the recom. 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole was 
concurred in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The seventy-third and sey. 


_enty-fourth amendments are rendered necessary 


by the adoption of a subsequent amendment of 


| the Senate, authorizing the compensation for these 


officers, which these amendments were inserted to 
provide for. If the House concur in that amend. 
ment, they should also concur in these. 1 ask for 
a separate volte upon them. The Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union recommend 2 
non-concurrence. 

The amendments are to insert, in the seven 
hundred and ninety-seventh line, after the word 
‘‘assayer,’’? the words ‘ assistant melter and 
refiner;’”’ and in the seven hundred and ninety. 
ninth line strike out the words ‘‘ three thousand 


four,’’ and insert ‘‘ four thousand nine;” so that 


the Register of the Treasury; and therefore this || 


appropriation of $36,950 should be $41,750. It 
will save a deal of trouble, if the correction be 


The correction was ordered, and the clause, as 
corrected, reads: 
For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 


the clerks, messenger, and assistant messengers in his 
office, $41,750. 


Forty-fourth amendment, on which a separate || 


vote was demanded by Mr. Murray: 

For compensation of the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing, and the clerks and messenger in his office, $9,595: 
Provided, That the joint resolution, approved the 20th Ju- | 
ly, 1854, shall be so construed as to embrace the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
in his office. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
W hole on the state of the Union have concurred 
in this amendment, with an amendment, which is 


The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 
agreeing to the amendment to the amendment, 


‘Mr. STRATTON. I believe the Committee of || 


the Whole on the state of the Union struck out 
the proviso. 


The SPEAKER. Thatis theamendment which 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is perfectly will- 
ing to put it in that form. 
Mr. MURRAY. I have no objection to that. 


| I demand the yeas and nays. 


The-yeas and nays were not ordered. 


| The question was then put; and it was decided 


in the affirmative. 


| on the state of the Union was agreed to. 
| Fifty-seventh amendment: 
| Mr. CHASTAIN. lI call for a separate vote 


| upon that amendment, and upon it I call for the 
yeas and nays. 





The Committee of the | 


|, to strike out the proviso. 


| 





| 


the clause will read: 


For salaries of the director, treasurer, assayer, melter 
and refiner, chief coiner and engraver, assistant assayer, 
assistant melter and refiner, and seven clerks, $24,900, 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Ninety-fifth amendment: 
And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 


house on said site, to include accommodations for a post- 
office and United States court-room, at a cost not exceed- 
ing $200,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask for a separate vote upon 
that amendinent. , 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eighth amendment: 


For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a pertion 
of the square selected for the custom-house qt San Fran- 
cisco, California, including the expense of piling for the 
foundation thereof, by contract or otherwise, as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may deem best, $100,000: Provided 
That the same restrictions regarding the completion of said 
work with the suin hereby appropriated, as are contained 
in this act concerning the erection and completion of cus- 
tom-houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable there- 
to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is to provide for an 
appraiser’s store in California. It would be 
great saving to the Government if the House 
would concur in it. I ask for a separate vote on it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Have not the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union concur- 
red in it ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; the committee have 
recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eleventh amendment: 


For prosecuting operations on the marine hospital at 
Portland, in the State of Maine, $50,000. . 


« Mr. GROW. I ask for a separate vote on the 


amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 


| Whole reported a concurrence in the amend- 


; 


| 
} 


| So the report of the Committee of the Whole || ment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twelfth amendment: 


To provide a suitable building as a marine hospital at St. 
Marks, Florida, $5,000. 


‘Mr. GROW. I ask for a separate vote on the 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole || amendment. 
on the state of the Union recommended a concur- | 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
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. = The amendment was concurred in. 
ment 


~ One hundred and twenty-eighth amendment: 
vi , 


le the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 

sums as shall be satisfactorily shown to have 
k vended by him, or which said Riddle may have 
= — himself to pay, On account Of his official position 
al a sepael as shall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, 
Sr andl portion of the payments made, prd ruta, by con- 


T enab 


idie euch 


this appropriauon. 


= = 
reported a concurrence in the annals 


| Stevens, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wal- 


|| bridge, Walker, Walley, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 


jystrial Exhibition at London, England, or so | 


T tors at said exhibition, shall be regarded as within | 


: vr. HUGHES. I ask a separate vote on the | 


amendment. 
“The SPEAKER. 
Whole reported a non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 
OMe. LILLY. 
the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ona concurrence in the 
amendment; and it was decided in the negative— 
a nays 88; as follows: 


yeas 87, 


The Committee of the | 


I demand the yeas and nays on | 


" ygAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ball, Banks, | 


Belcher, 


Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bliss, Breckinridge, | 


(argenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cook,’| 
=F 


Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 
Dunbar, Eastinan, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, 
Farley, Florence, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 


Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, | 
McCulloch, Macdonald, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, May- || 
ail, Joon G. Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew | 


Over, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pen- 
nington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Phurston, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walley, 
israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—87. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Alien, Willis Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dowdell, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, English, 
Fenton, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode Grey, Grow, 


sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Henn, Houston, | 


Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, | 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, || 


Latham, Letcher, Lilly, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, 
McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Morri- 
son, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Richardson, Rowe, Ruffin, Seward, Shannon, 
Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, 
Wade, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—88. 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 
Pending the above vote, 
Mr. INGERSOLL said: I am requested by Mr. 


Courtine to state that he is absent from the city | 


by sickness and order of his physician. 
One hundred and forty-fifth amendment: 





For continuing the work for a supply of water to the | 


cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 


Thatno part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- | 


pended until the corporations of Washington and George- 
own, Or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the same pur- 
pose, and shall agree to pay in like manner the same pro- 
portion of all future appropriations; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to said corporations, respect- 
ively, ta raise, by loan or otherwise, any sum of money 
that may be necessary to enable them, or either of them, to 
make the appropriation herein required ; and the said cor- 
porations of Washington and Georgetown, and the inhab- 


ants of the said cities respectively, or the corporation | 


making the appropriation, and the inhabitants of such city, 
shall be authorized to use the surplus water which may be 
brought by the Washington aqueduct, after supplying the 
Government establishments in Washington, under such 
general rules and regulations as may hereafter be prescribed 
by Congress ; and each of said corporations shal! have the 
right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such city 
such reasonable tax or rent for the use of the wateras will 


provide for the regular payment of the interest, and the | 
gradual payment of the principal, of any money which may | 


be raised under the authority hereby given. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask fora sepa- | 


rate vote on the amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
Vhole reported a non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment, 
Mr. COOK. I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
he question was taken; and it was decided in 
¢ negative—yeas 71, nays 110; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, Thomas 


H. Gayly, Balt, Banks, Barry, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Breck- | 


Pohhtn, ugg, Chandler, Chastain, Clingman, Cook, 
rocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, De Witt, Dunbar, Eddy, 
dmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Far- 


ley, Faulkner Florence, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Sam 
son W Harris, 5 ’ , 2 . 


ma John Perkins, Preston, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Wovins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Shower, William Smith, 
illiam R. Smith, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. 


L Harrison, Hill, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, | 
atham, Mace, May, Norton, Packer, Peckham, Penning- 








worth, Westbrook, and Zollicoffer—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Belcher, Bennett, Boyce, 
Bridges, Brooks, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Cox, Thomas 
Davis, Digpey, Dowdell, Easuman, Edgerton, John M 
Elliott, English, Fenton, Flagter, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, In- 
gersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, 
McCulloch, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Matte- 
son, Maurice, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
gan, rison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, 
Rowe, Ruftin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Sim- 
mons, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strat- 
ton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Wade, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—110, 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-sixth amendment: 


For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Falls, $75,000. 


Mr SMITH, of Virginia. 
rate vote on that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Casxkie and 
Cox were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-six; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-third amendment; on 
which Mr. FLorence demanded a separate vote. 
For fuel for the President’s house, $1,000. 


The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes twenty-four; noes not counted. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-fourth amendment; on 
which Mr. Stuart, of Ohio, demanded a separate 
vote. 

For a furnace-keeper at the President’s house, $365. 


The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes forty-three; noes not counted. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-ninth amendment: 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [| ask for a sep- 
arate vote upon that amendment; and I call for 
the yeas and nays upon it, 


The Senate amendment was reported as fol- 
lows: 


Sec. —. Beit further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, andhe is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the following buildings : 

At Ellsworth, Maine, for the accommodation of the cus- 
tom house and post office, a building of brick withefire- 
pruof floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 

| iron roof, shutters, sills, &c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and 
twenty five feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
| more than 310,000. 


I ask for a sepa- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


At Belfast, Maine, forthe accommodation of the custom- 


house and post office, a building of like materials, forty-five 
feet by thirty-two, and thirty-two feet high, and to cost not 
more than $20,000. 


|, At Gloucester, Massachusetts; Toledo, Ohio; Burling- 


| ton, Vermont; and Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommoda- 
tion of the custom-house and post office, a building of like 
materials, sixty feet by forty five feet, and thirty-two feet 
from the foundation, and to cost not more than $40,000 for 
each building. 
At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house, post office, and the United States courts, a 
building of like materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, forty- 


eight feet in height from the foundation, to cost not more | 


than $50,000. 


ginia; Chicago, Illinois; aud Detroit, Michigan, each for 
| the accommodation of the custom-house, post office, Uni- 
ted States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of 
stone, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty- 
five feet by sixty feet, sixty feet in height from the founda- 
fion, to cost not more than $88,000 for each building. The 
| building at Detroit to be erected upon a water lot belonging 
| to the United States. 
| ~ At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the cus- 


tom house, post office, and United States courts, a building | 


of brick, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., forty- 
five feet, by seventy feet, forty-eight feet high from the 


foundation, with a portico on two sides, and to cost not | 


more than $100,000. 

At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house and post office, a building of stone, of like 
floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., sixty-feet by forty-five 

| feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost not 
| more than $62,000. 


| The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


| At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; | 
Buffalo, New York ; Oswego, New York; Wheeling, Vir- 














Mr. McMULLIN. 1 believe the committee 
concurred in that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair go stated. 

Mr. McMULLIN. And the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a non-concur- 
rence. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
about that. 


The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 86; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben 
nett, Benson, Benton, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 
Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, 
Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, 
Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Goodrich, 
Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Kerr, Kid 
well, Latham, Lindsley, McCulloch, Macdonald, McDou- 
gail, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, John G. Miller, Mor 
gan, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, 
Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Richardson, Riddle, David 
Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Watley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
W heeler—97. 

NAYS—Messts. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caskie, Chas 
tain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Dunham, Edmundson, 
John M. Elliot, Faulkner, Gamble, Grey, Grow, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sainpson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hous- 
ton, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Keitt, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, McNair, 
Mec Queen, Maurice, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Rob- 
bins, Rowe, Ruffin, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—86. 


So the Senate amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment was agreed 


to, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon the last motion. 

The yeas and mye were not ordered. 

The motion to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table was then agreed to. 


One hundred and sixtieth amendment: 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask for a separate 
vote upon that amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Insert after the amendment which has just been adopted 
the following : 

Sec.—. 4nd be it further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
cost of the buildings therein authorized to be constructed, 
together with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compen- 
sation of architects, superintendents, advertising, aed other 
contingent expenses, and so much as may be required to 
purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall be 
used or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid 
title to the land for the site of such building, in each case, 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the State 
shall also duly release and relinquish to the United States 
the right to tax, or in any Way assess said site, or the prop- 
erty of the United States that may be thereon, during the 
time that the said United States shall be or remain the 
owner thereof. 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask for the yeas and nays 


upon agreeing to that amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; snd it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 75; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messers. Ashe, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben- 
son, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Cook, Cor- 
win, Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dun- 
bar, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, John- 
son, Kidwell, Latham, Ligdsiey, McCulloch, Macdonald, 

i McDougall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, 
Johu G Miiler, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Parker, Penning- 
ton, Preston, Pringle, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannan, Simmons, Gerrit Sinith, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John 
L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Zollicoffer—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Caskie, 
Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, 
Craige, Cullom, John é. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dan- 
\| ham, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
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Gamble, Grey, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel TI’. Jones, George 
W.. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher,- 
Lilly, McQueen, Maurice, May, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morrison, Murray, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck,John Perkins, 
Phelps, Fhillips, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, 
William RB. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vansant, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Hendrick. B. Wright—78. 


So the Senate amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I move to re- | 
consider the vote by which the amendment was 
concurred in, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


One hundred and sixty-first amendment: 


Bec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di 
rected to cause to be constructed the following buildings: 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost not 
more than $248,000; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the proceeds 
thereot to be placed in the Treasury of the United States. 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine bospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000. 

At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $20,000, 

At Burlington, in the State of Iowa, a marine hospital, 
to cost not more than $15,000, 

Seo. —. And be itt further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
with ten per cent. thereon to cover the compensation of 
architects, superintendents, advertising, and other contin 
gent expenses, and so much as may be required to purchase 
suitable sites tor said buildings, be, and the same are he. 
by, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro 
vided, That no money hereby appropriated shail be used or 
applied fur the purposes mentioned until a valid title to the 
land for the site of such butiding, in each case, shall be 
veeted in the United States, and until the State shall also 
duly release and relinquish to the United States the right to | 
tax or in any way assess said site or the property of the 
United States that may be thereon during the time that the | 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, 1 ask for asepa- 
rate vote on the amendment, 
Mr. LETCHER. | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken on concurring in the 
Senate’s amendment, and it was decided in the 

affirmative—yeas 72, nays 70; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesers. Ashe, Ball, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Car 
penter, Chamberlain, Clark, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, 
De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Flor- 
ence, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Henn, || 
Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Kerr, Lindsley, McCul- 
loch, Macdonald, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Morgan, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Preston, Richardson, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, William R. Smith, Sol- 
lers, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Watley, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Wells, John 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and Wheel!- || 
er—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Al- | 
len, Appleton, Barksdale, Belcher, Bridges, Caskie, Chas- 


tain, Chrisman, pe ore Cobb, Colquitt, Dawson, 
Dowdell, John M iliow, English, Gamble, Green. || 
wood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 


Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, May, Smith Miller, 
Miileon, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Peck, 
Pheips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Robbins, Rowe, 
Ruftin, Sage, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. 
Stanton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Van- | 
sunt, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—70. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I would ask the | 
unanimous consent of the House to amend the || 
one hundred and sixty-second amendment, by || 
adding to it these words: 

In the Department of State, one clerk at a salary of || 
$1,200; one at $1,400; one at $1,600; and one at g1,800. || 

I will state that I understand the clerical force | 
of the State Department is totally insufficient for 
the proper discharge of the duties devolving on it. 
The object of the amendment is simply to supply | 
anomission. Wehavegivenseven additionaiclerks 
to the spremnry Department, and four to the At- 
torney General’s Office. Reguests have been made 
from the State Department for this increase of its 
clerical force; and, inasmuch as the object 1s to 
facilitate the public business, I trust that.no objec- 
tion will be made to the introduction of theamend- 
ment, 

Mr, GETCHER. I should like to know 
whether the Secretary of State has applied for 
these clerks? 


| 


THE CONG 


| settle the private land claims in the State of California.” 


| of the Senate. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 











Mr. HOUSTON. 1 received a communication | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for a ae 


from the State Department. 

Mr. HAVEN If it be in time, 1 object to the | 
introduction of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Objection does not come too | 
late. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I would ask the 
gentleman to withhold his objection until the 
letter of the Secretary of State is read by the 
Clerk? 

Mr. HAVEN. I donot wish to get the House | 
into a snarl; and if the chairman of the Cogamittee 
of Ways and Means is willing that the Winend- 
ment shall come in, I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I received a note from the 
Secretary of State in relation to the clerical force 
in his office, which I will ask the Clerk to read, | 
although it is a private note. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let him send an official 
communication to this House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is as responsible as if it 
were official. The Secretary of State has already 
sent an official communication to the Senate in 
respect to remodelinghis Department. We were 
unwilling to remodel it in an appropriation bill. 
This amendment proposes to leave out all the 
details, except the provision for four additional 
clerks. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
One hundred and sixty-sixth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all persons claim- 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of land derived 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments in Upper Cali- 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre 
sented to the board of land commissioners within the time 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1851, but who have failed to present to the said 
board the evidence of their derivative title to said interest 
or portion from the original grantee, be, and they are here- 
by, authorized to present the same ; and the said commis 
sioners are hereby directed to adjudicate the said interest 
or portion in the same manner as if it had been presented | 
within the time originally prescribed by the aforesaid act 
ot the 3d of March, 1851, entitled ** An actto ascertain and 


Mr. McDOUGALL _ I call for a separate vote 
on that amendment. This is merely a local mat- 
ter concerning the State of California alone; and 
I hope the House will concur in the amendment | 


| 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 








a 


rate vote upon the amendment, and th 
nays upon it. " YeRe tad 


The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the « act 
ing appropriations for the improvement of certain h nw 
and rivers,” approved the 30th of August, 1852. be — 
same hereby is, amended, by striking from the a the 
which they occur the following words: ‘ by the enn ” 
tion of a breakwater across Croaton sound.” = 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 82; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Ball, Benson, Carpenter Cha 
ler, Clingthan, Cox, Craige, Crocker, De Win Den, 
Edmundson, English, Farley, Florence, Puller, Giddi ? 
Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Hendricks, Henn Bone 
Ingersoll, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, McCulloch, MeDou ° 
Matteson, Norton, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, Risa,’ 
David Ritehie, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin Seon 
Shaw, Singleton, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Predern 


| P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Jobn L. Tayio, 
| Trout, Vail, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Jarael Was)’ 
| burn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler 


—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abererombie, Aiken, Willis Ajjey 
James C. Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdai,’ 
Belcher, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Caryth. 
ers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark 
Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Callom, Curtis, Thomas Dayis 


| Dawson, Dick, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Joh, 


M. Elliott, Ellison, Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley p 
Harris, tlibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, G W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Ling. 


| ley, Maedonald, McMulhin, McNair, McQueen, May, Jong 


G. Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordeeai Oliver, Peckham, John Perkins, Phelps 
Powell, Prat, Ready, Reese, Robbins, Skelton, Ger; 
Sinith, Wiliam Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew 
Stuart, David Stwart, John J. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, 
Van-ant, Wade, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick 2° 
Wright, and Zolhieoffer—82. 


So the amendment was non-coneurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-second amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Presiden 
of the United States be authorized and directed to appoin: 
two persons to investigate, and eoHect proof, under the 


| instructions ef the Department of the Foterior, on te dep. 


redations upon private property by the Indians in Plorida, 


| subsequent to the 25th Deeember, 18356—the report ang 
| testimony to be submitted to Congress at its next session. 


| 


Mr. MAXWELL. I demand a separate vote 


|, onthe amendment. 


The SPEAKER. TheCornmittee of the Whole 


The SPEAKER. The committee recommend || "¢PoTt & non-concurrence i a. 


a non-concurrence in the amendment, and the 
question is upon agreeing to the Senate amend- 
ment, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded tell- 
ers; which were ordered; and Messrs. HenpRicks 
and Wacker were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 51, noes 87. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurred 
in. 

One hundred and seventy-sixth amendment. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I call for a separate vote 


| upon that amendment. I am satisfied that it ought | 
| to be adopted, and that it was non-concurred in 


from a misapprehension of the facts. 
The amendment was reported, as follows: 
Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That so much of the act 


| of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of in- 
| spectors, gaugers, weighers, measurers, and markers in cns- 
|| tom-houses to the number then in the service, »s may be 


applicable to those employed in the ports of New York and 
New Orleans, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


The question was taken upon agreeing to the 


‘amendment; and it was decided in the negative. 


So the amendment was non concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-seventh amendment: 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


|| ate is that which provides for an increase of the 


salary of the chaplains. The committee, last 
night, non-concurred in the Senate amendment. 


I think we ought to concur; and I ask fora sep-| 


arate vote upon it. : 
Both committees 
non-concurred in the amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 13th of June, 1853, the anoual salary of the chaplains 
| to Congress shall be $750, and such sum additional to that 

elsewhere provided, 1s may be required to pay the same to 

the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
The question was taken on agreeing with the 
amendment; and it was decided in the negative. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-ninth amendment. 


The one hun- || 
dred and seventy seventh amendment of the Sen- | 


| 
| 


i} 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 





Mr. LANCASTER. What has become of the 


|, one hundred and eightieth and one hundred and 


| 
| 


|, but no gentleman rose to ask a separate vote. 


eighty-first amendments? 
"The SPEAKER. The Clerk read the number, 


Mr. LANCASTER. I rose and asked a sep- 
arate vote on them. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
gentleman. If it be the pleasure of the House, 
the question will be taken separately on the one 


| hundred and eightieth and one hundred and eighty- 
| first amendments. 


Cries of ‘I object!’’ all over the Hall i 
r. FULLER. It isvery difficult for those on 
the outside seats to hear what is read at the desk 
of the Clerk, and EF hope that the Delegate from 
Washington Territory will be indulged in a seps- 


rate vote on the amendment he has indicated. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must enforee the 
rule. He did not hear the gentleman from Wash- 
ington Territory ask for a separate vote, and de 
cides that it is now too late to go back. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I demand tellers on the 
one hundred and eighty-second amendment. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the one hundred 
and eighty-second amendment was non-concurred 
in. 

One hundred and eighty-third amendment: 


Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the seventh str- 
tion of the act of January 18, 1837, entitled ‘* An act sur 
plementary to the act entitled * An act establishing a Mist 
and regulating the coins of the United States,’” =e 
amended as to extend the limit for the annual salary ° 
clerks in the Mint of the United States to $1,800 each, = 
and after the Ist of July, 1854, at the diseretion of the of 








cers authorized by law to appoint, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, including also one ~~ 
in the office of the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia,’ 
that the salary of the chief clerk of the branch Mint at Sew 
Orleans shall be $2,206 from and after the Ist of Jw, 
1854. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. An error 0% 
curred in the engrossing of that amendment int 
Senate. In the original draft after the words 
‘Mint of the United States’? were these words. 
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on nch Mint at New Orleans.”” The 
pray an called to the attention of the House 
al message from the Senate. The object 
ot the insertion of these words which I now pro- 
» ge is merely to place the clerks of the Mint at | 
New Orleans on the same footing as those in 
New York and Philadelphia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The message showing the 
-ror is now on the Speaker’s table. There was 
Hs objection, and the words were inserted. 

” Mr. CHANDLER demanded tellers on con- 
curring in the amendment. 





Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricur, of | 


ssissippi, and Cox, wereappointed. 
a iieation was taken; and the tellers re- 
orted—ayes 73, noes not counted. — 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-fifth amendment: 


Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That all appointment 
oy elecks and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
osces of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
in the Offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and the 
assay office in New York, shall respectively be made, with 
theapprobation of the President, by the assistant treasurer, 
director, superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 
caid branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose 
houds are held at the Treasury Department in trust for the 
proper and faithful performance of their respective duties. 


Mr. LATHAM. I ask for a separate vote on || 


that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-cot.curred in. 


One hundred and eighty-eighth amendment: 

Mr. LETCHER. I believeit is not in order 
after we pass the one hundred and eighty-ninth 
amendment to move to lay the amendments upon 


the table; and for the purpose of testing the ques- | 


tion, | move to lay the amendments upon the 
table; and upon that motion I ask the yeas and 


nays. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I move a call of the 
House. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, || 


the previous question still operating. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Do I understand the | 
Chair as entertaining the motion to lay the amend- | 


ments of the Senate on the table ? 
TheSPEAKER. Yes. . 
Mr.RICHARDSON. And that motion carries 
the bill with it? 
The SPEAKER. It does; all go together. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Have we fin- 
ished the amendments ? 
The SPEAKER. Wehave not. 
The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 


motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas | 


70, nays 113; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, David J. | 


Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, 
Campbell, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Culiom, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunham, Eddy, John M. Elliott, English, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hill, Daniel T. Jones, 
Keitt, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, 
McMullin, McNair, Matteson, May, Murray, Norton, Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, 
Ready, Reese, Rogers, Rowe, Sage, Seward, Shaw, Single- 
ton, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Walsh, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
: — Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zol- 
icoffer—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
Belcher, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Breckinridge, Bugg, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Flag- 
ler, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, 
Latham, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, Mace, Macy, 
Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Peckham, Pennington, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Rus- 
sell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. 
Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor I,. Stevens, Strat- 
ton, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Van- 
sant, Wade, Walbridge, Walker. Walley, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and West- 


brook—113. 

So the House refused to lay the Senate amend- 
ments on the table. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. SOLLERS gave notice that had he been 
Within the bar at the time his name was called, he 
should have voted in the affirmative. 

The Clerk then read the last amendment. 
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yesterday in relation to ‘ &c.”” wherever it ap- || I believe that committee have the right to report 
pears in the amendments. I do not know that it | at any time. oe 
is necessary to take any action upon it now; but TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 
I will move that all of them that occur be stricken Mr. STANTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
out from the bill. . mittee on Printing to offer the following resolu- 
The motion was agreed to. tion: 
The SPEAKER. There were certain amend- || Resolved, That there be printed ten thousand extra copies 
. : e e po ) » ¥ ege BS « . © 
ments recognized by the committee yesterday, Sielen Seuaaeni. cealion the alanine report upon the 
which were sent in to the House after the bill. distribution of the fund—seven thousand copies for distri 
Mr. HOUSTON. They were not recognized. | bution by the members of this House, and three thousand 
|| The message of the Senate was rejected yesterday. || fr the use of the institution. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands that Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | that resolution upon the table. 
|| Union rejected the propositions contained in the || The motion was not agreed to. 
| supplemental amendments. That is the truth of | The resolution was then adopted. 


_the case; for the Speaker was in at the time. A Mr. STANTON. Iam also instructed by the 
portion of the report of the committee is a rejec- | same committee to offer the following resolution: 
tion of two supplemental amendments. ‘The ques- || Resolved, That twenty thousand extra copies of the re- 

| tion isona reeing to the report of the committee. || port of the special committee raised upon the guano trade, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The only objection that | || be printed for distribution by the members of this House. 

| have to this course is, that it will multiply the || The resolution was adopted. 
amendments between the House and the Senate. Mr.ORR. Has the morning hour commenced? 

| The amendment now proposed to be read was not The SPEAKER. It has commenced. 

_ entertained by the Chair at all. I madethe point || Mr. MURRAY. I rise to a privileged ques- 

_ of order myself, and it was ruled by the Chair that | tion. 1 desir to report back from the Committee 

the original text of the bill could not be touched. || on Printing Senate bill ‘* to provide for the pay- 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will follow the || ment of the printing of the returns of the Seventh 
record. | Census, and for the paper purchased for said print- 
| Mr. HAVEN. I think the course suggested || ing.’? The subject of the bill was provided for in 

by the Chair ought to be followed. That is, to || the deficiency bill. I move to lay the bill upon 
| follow the record, and take the question on-the || the table. 

|| adoption of the amendment. _ ; || © The motion wes agreed to. 

|. The SPEAKER. The Chair has just learned || Mr MURRAY. [ also desire to report back 
| from the Clerk that there is no record in relation || the resolutions which have been referred to the 
| to it. It cannot, therefore, be considered. || Committee on Printing: 


|| Mr.ORR. The message from the Senate was For printing extra copies of Andrews’s Report. 
| For printing twenty-five thousand copies of 


| not considered by the committee. 
Scott’s Infantry Tactics. 


| The question was taken on agreeing to the re- 
For printing extra copies of the Alphabetical 
| List of Private Claims. 


|| port of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
|| of the Union, in relation to all those amendments 
on which separate votes had not been taken; and | ‘The committee report adversely; and I move 
|| the report was agreed to. | that the resolutions be laid upon the table. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- The motion was agreed to. 


ip the Had ore ee — the eee | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
a eee ae sider b ‘ae (oy eae bi h | sider the vote by which the adverse reports from 
|| MORDOSIOR NO POCORSIas SO NS OF CHOCREIS; WATER II he Comenittes. on Printing were laid upon the 
|| latter motion was agreed to. 


. || table, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Mr. ORR. I demand the regular order of busi- The lattes otied wae agreed to. 


|| ness. 
| Mr. HAVEN. I desire to ask the House to || RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
| take up and refer to the Committee of the Whole | Mr. HAVEN. I ask the unanimous consent 


'| on the state of the Union the river and harbor bill. || of the House to take up the river and harbor bill, 


1] ject. for the purpose of moving its reference to the 
| Pete ate 1] Commitves of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
RAILROADS IN ALABAMA. || | do so in order to facilitate the reference of other 
Mr. HAVEN. ThenI move to suspend the || bills, to which objection will be made, unless the 
}| rules, to enable me to make that motion. | course I have suggested be pursued. 
The SPEAKER. There is a motion now | Mr. ORR. I object. 


| pending to suspend the rules. The gentleman || Mr. HAVEN. | move to suspend the rules, 
from Alabama (Mr. Coss] has moved to suspend | then, in order that it may be taken up for the pur- 
~ rules, to enable him to report the following || pose I have indicated. 
| bill: : | Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays. 
| A bill granting to the State of Alabama public || The yeas and nays were radia’. . 
| lands in alternate sections to aid in the construc- || The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
| chee of railroads from Mobile to Girard, from || pend the rules; and there were—yeas 99, nays 
|| Selma to or near Gunter’s Landing, with branches | 76; as follows: 
from or near Gadsden, through Wills and Chat- || ypas_Mesers. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Bell, Bennett, 
| tanooga valleys to the eastern State line of Ala- || Benson, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
bamma; from Memphis to a point intersecting the Chamberlain, Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Corwin, 
| Nashville, Chattanooga, and Chayleston railroad, || COX; Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, 


| Dick, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thom- 
| at or near Stephenson, Alabama; from Beard’s as D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, 


bluff, via Elyton and Tuscaloosa, to some point || Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, 
on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, and from Mont- a i Sones Eee oe aeee eye 
‘ : . err, Knox, Lindsle eCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Mat- 

gees to the northern State line of Alabama, via | enna, Jobe @. Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Nor. 
ecetur and Athens, in said State. | ton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Penning- 
The question being on the motion to suspend |) ton, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, 
the rules, | David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 


4 Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, George 
Mr. COBB called for tellers. | W. Smyth, Sollers, Andrew Stuart, Johr. L. Taylor, Na- 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WyEELER | thaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham. Vansant, 


/and BarRKsDALEe were appointed. || Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- || Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 


* . ; and Zollicoffer—99. 
ported ayes sixty-eight, not two thirds of a quo- || “Nays Mesers. Aberfombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
rum. | Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, 
So the rules were not suspended. Belcher, Bocoek, Brockiuldge, BES, Caskie, Chastain, 
Yhrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John 
; Mr. ORR. I demand the regular order of bus- G. Davis, Disney, Dowell, John M. Elliott, Faulkner, 
iness. | Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hen- 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- a Bente + cau, Soows w. sanee, Oetne 
s : : ; ones, Keitt, Kittredge, Kurtz.Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Mc- 
ewe on emotion iacharge the Commitee on | Mchin acy, Maus, Masa May, Maya Milo 


‘ . : r | Morrison, Murray, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, John 
consideration of certain memorials. Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Rowe, Ruffin, Shannon, 
EXTRA PRINTING. 


Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, William ee = 

: Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, David Stuart, John J. 
| Mr. SFANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a Taylor, Tweed, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, Daniel B. 
|| privileged question. I have a report from the || Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—7. 
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So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting in the affirmative, 


Mr. SKELTON. I ask unanimous consent to 
tuke up and pass Senate bill (No. 393) ** for the 
better preservation of lifeand property from vessels 
shipwrecked on the coast of the United States,’’ 

Mr. COBB. Itis too late in the session to take 
up matters of such consequence, and, therefore, | 
object. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move to suspend the rules 
for che purpose I have indicated. The bill makes 
no appropriation at all. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the House do 
now proceed to the consideration of the business 
upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. [If objected to, it is not. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, to enable me to submit that motion. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. At the expiration of the 
morning hour, could nota majority go to the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER, It could. The business in 
order is the consideration of the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, {[Mr. Jones,] to dis- 
charge the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads from the further consideration of certai 
memorials, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will withdraw his motion to suspend the 
rules, and wait until the expiration of the morning 
hour to go to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will insist on his motion. 

Mr. DAWSON. [ask that the question be put 
on my motion. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules; and it was decided in the negative 
—yeas 81, nays 86; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bliss, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Ellison, Engiish, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, | 
Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Macdonald, McDougall, McMul- 
tin, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, | 
Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Richardson, Rowe, Ruffin, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, William R. Smith, George 
W. Sinyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Stuart, Jobn J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Walbridge, West- 
brook, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—81. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ball, Banks, Bennett, 
Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cum- 
ming, Thomas Davis, Dick, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Goodrich, Grow, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lindsley, MeCuiloch, McNair, MeQueen, Matteson, Mau- 
rice, Milison, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William 
Smith, Richard A. Stanton, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, 
Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, leraet Washburn, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zol- | 
licoffer—86. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two | 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. HUGHES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to lay before 
Congress, at its next session, if eousistent with the public 
interests, such information as may be in the possession of 
the War Department, touching the cause of any difficulties 
which may have arisen between the Creek and Seminole 
Indiana, since their removal west of the Mississippi; to- | 
gether with the number of Seminole or other Indians who | 
have left the country assigned them ; and whether they, or 
any of them, have been engaged in hostilities against the 
people of the United States since leaving our Territory. 


PENSION AND BOUNTY LAND LAWS. 


Mr. CHURCHWELL. | am instructed by | 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions to re- | 


| 


Is that motion now 


| 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to | 
purchase, out of the contingent fund, for the use of its | 
members, twenty. two thousand copies, and that the Secre- 
tary of the Senate be directed to purchase copies, for 
the use of its members, of the Digest of the Pension and 
Bounty Land Laws, prepared by F. F. C Tripplet: Pro- 
vided, That said work shall be printed on paper equal in 
quality tothaton which the Opinions of the AttorneysGen- | 
eral are printed: nd provided further, That the same shall 
not cost more than $1 65 per copy. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I move asuspension 
of the rules, that | may be allowed to report the 
resolution. ° 

Mr. LETCHER. Must not that resolution go 
to the Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. It has not been received 
yet; but it is competent for the gentleman to move 
to suspend the rule which requires the resolution 
to go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I havea letter from 
the Commissioner of Pensions on the subject, | 
which I ask may be read. 

{Cries of ** Object!’’) 

The joint resolution was then received, under a | 
suspension of the rules, and was read a first and | 





second time. 


Mr. CHURHWELL. lIask the unanimous 
consent of the House to have a letter from Mr. | 
Waldo, the Commissioner of Pensions, read. 


There being no objection, the letter was read, as | 


follows: 
Pension Orrice, July 12,1854. 


Sir : You have asked iny opinion in regard tothe compi- | 
lation of the Pension and Bounty Land Laws, Decisions of | 


Secretaries, and Opinions of Attorneys General, now being 
made by F. F. C. Tripplet, Esq., of this city. I have exam- 
ined several parts of this work, and have had a general 
view of the whole, and | do not hesitate to say that 
the compilation, when eompleted, will be of great merit 
and usefulrfess. 
such an aspect as togive something of form and symmetry 
to our pension system, and will make the administration | 
of those laws more intelligible. 


generally distributed, I think it deserves the patronage of 
Congress. No member can serve his constituents better 
than to place this work within their reach. 


It is, in short, justsuch a | 
work as the wants of the public demand, and should be | 


It presents the various pension laws in | 


This will | 


enable them to understand their rights, and to prosecute 


them without troubling their Representative, as is now the 
general practice 


It will also greatly facilitate the trans- | 


action of businessin this bureau, and make it more uni- | 


form. 1 would commend this matter to your favorable con- 
sideration, and remain your obedient servant, 

L. P. WALDO, Commissioner. 
Hon. Wn. M. CuurcuweEL.Lt. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL, I demand the pre- 
vious question upon the engrossment of the reso- 
lution. 

On seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, there were, upon a division—ayes 64, noes 
37; no quorum voting. 


Mr. CHURCH WELL demanded tellers; which | 


were ordered; and Messrs. Litty, and Jones of 
Louisiana, were appointed. ° 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 81, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order now to move 
to refer this resolution to the Committee on Print- 


ing? 
The SPEAKER. It is not in order, for the )) 
reason that the demand for the previous question || 


has been seconded. 
The main question was ordered to be put. | 
Mr. MILLSON. I move to lay that joint res- 


_ olution on the table. 
Mr. LETCHER. And on that motion I ask | 


for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mixuson’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
67, nays 88; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Barksdale, Barry, 
Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, 
Cook, John G, Davis, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 
Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Elliot, English, Farley, 
Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Greenwood, Haven, Hendricks, 
Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, Letcher, Linds- 
ley, Macdonald, McMullin, McQueen, May, Mayall, Mill- 


son, Morgan, Nichols, Parker, Phillips, Powell, Puryear, || 


David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Seward, 
Shaw, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Van- 
sant, Walbridge, Walsh, Wheeler, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chand- 
ler, Chastain, Christhan, Churcywell, Corwin, Cox, Crock- 
er, Cuilom, Thomas Davis, Dick, Disney, Edgerton, John 
M. Elliott, Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Goodrich, Green, Henn, Howe, Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Lilly, 


. Pe , McCulloch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Morrison 
port to the House the following joint resolution: || ‘ } ; ’ ; 


Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pen- 


GLOBE. 


| John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbroo 
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nee, 





nington, John Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, P 

Ready, Reese, Riddie, Rowe, Russell, ioe ae 
non, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stant 
H. Stanton, Hester L. Stevens, John J. Tayio 
Trout, Upham, Vail, Wade, Elihu B. Was! 


» Pringtg 
®pP, Shan’ 
William z 
on, Richarg 
T, Phurstos 
hburne, Wells 


Daniel B. Wright—88. K, and 


So the House refused to lay the joint 
on the table. y the joint resolution 


The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrosse) 
it was accordingly read the third time. ; 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I call for th 
vious question upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not th 
resolution make an appropriation? It seems ip 
me it does, and at the rate of $36,300. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again read 
the resolution. 

The resolution was accordingly read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no sy}, 
fund as is referred to in the contingent fund, 

The SPEAKER. Then there is no appropris. 
tion made by the resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is that proposition 
up for action? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about stm. 
ing the business before the committee, and reply. 
ing to the question of order raised by the genie. 
man from ‘Tennessee, that, in his opinion, the bil] 
contains an appropriation, and that, under the 
rules, it must be referred. The Chair overrule 
the objection made by the gentleman from Tep. 
nessee. The bill proposes to appropriate the 
money out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. JONES. What has the House to do with 
the Senate’s contingent fund ? 

The SPEAKER. It isa resolution which the 
House has a right to pass, if it chooses to do go, 

Mr. FULLER. If this is a resolution for the 
republication of laws, should it not go to the 
Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. It is 4 joint resolution, 
having the force of a law, according to the de 
cision of those who have gone before me. It av- 
thorizes the purchase of books. It is a law of 
Congress which we are about to pass. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will there be any exin 


© pre. 


| cost for binding these books ? 


The SPEAKER. That is for the House to 
determine. 

Mr. LETCHER. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


It strikes me that there is. 
I desire to know if that part 


of the resolution which applies to the Senate does 


not make an appropriation? I would like to have 
the resolution read again. 
The resolution was again read. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. The resolution provides for 
the buying of certain books, to be printed at $1 6 
a copy, and paying for them out of the contingent 
fund of the Hess. It does not, according to the 
rule, appropriate money. The Chair, therefore, 
overrules the question of order raised by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire that the 
gentleman shall so amend his resolution as to pro- 
vide that these books shall be bound. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. I have no objection 
/to that. I accept the amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot ac 
eept the amendment, except by unanimous con- 
sent. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. | ask the consent of 
the House to make a few observations in refer- 
| ence to it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. Mr. 
Triplett is not going to sell his book in sheets. It 
is not a book until it is bound. 
The SPEAKER. |s it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the gentleman from Tennessee 
be allowed tu modify his resolution ? 
Mr. JONES. I object; and move to lay the 
resolution upon the table. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I submit that thet 
motion is not in order. It has been once made 
and voted down by the House. i 
| The SPEAKER. The resolution has since 
‘been ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

| Mr. JONES. I ask the yeas and nays upon 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
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ied in the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 67; as fol- T 
cit 


lowe AS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 


> David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bo- 
A pee ooks, Bugg, Caskie, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, 

Colquitt, Jonn G. Davis, Danbar, Dunham, Eddy, 
v \<. Thomas D. Eliot, English, Farley, Faller, Gam 
Edman jings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, 

ae We Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Hendricks, 
aa Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
H ang Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, 
Rot asl Macdonald, McMullin, McQueen, May, Mayall, 
Lime in, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, An- 
Me Oliver Packer, Pennington, Phillips, Powell, Pur- 
— Ready, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, 
a Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, 
etal G. Taylor, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, 
eal B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer 


hb 
yd, 


— ,yS— Messrs. Willis Allen, Banks, Belcher, Bennett, 
noyson, Breckinridge, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca 
ewes, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churchwell, Cook, Cor- 
re Cox, Crocker, Dick, Disney, Eastman, Edgerton, 
» M. Biliott, Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Florence, 
i aaa Green, Harrison, Henn, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, 
y. McCulloch, McNair, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mau- 
». Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Pratt, 
ectun, Pringle, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sapp, 
zoward, Shannon, William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John J. ‘Taylor, 


reout, Upham, Vail, Ellinu B. Washburne, Wells, Tappan 


Wentworth, and Westbrook—67. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved that the 


sote by which the resolution was laid on the table 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the follow- 
ing titles; which were signed by the Speaker: 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation therein 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


“~~ 


Mr. ORR. I appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 


Mr. PRINGLE. 
now adjourn. 

Mr.ORR. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 64; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Carpenter, Chrisman, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, 
Thomas Davis, Dick, Dunbar, Edgerton, John M. Eliott, 
Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Fuller, Goode, 
Goodrich, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Hunt, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, 
Lilly, Lindsley, MeMullin, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, 
Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Powell, Preston, Prin- 
gle, Puryear, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, 
Gerrit Smith, William Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Siuart, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walker, 
Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Joha 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Hendrick B. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Belcher, Bo- 
cock, Bridges, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chas- 
tain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, 
Dawson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Ed 
mands, English, Faulkner, Florence, Gamble, Green, 
Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Kurtz, Macdonald, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, John 
G. Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, John 
Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, William R. Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Trout, and Westbrook—64. 


So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 


I move that the House do 


| house (at half past three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned 


mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles G. || 


Gunter; 
An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of 


Alabama, a port of delivery, and for other pur- | 


poses, 


courts of the United States in the district of Mas- 


Anact to provide for the accommodation of the | 


sachusetts, and in the cities of New York and || 


Philadelphia; and 

An act granting the right of way over the depot 
grounds on the military reserve at Fort Gratiot, in 
the State of Michigan, to Port Huren and Lake 
Michigan Railroad Company. 


COMPENSATION TO A COMMITTEE CLERK. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 


uion: 


I offer the following resolu- 


Resolved, That the clerk to the Committee on Terri- | 


tories be, and he is hereby, allowed the usual per diem 
compensation received by clerks of committees, for such 


- time as he may have served on such committee, over and 
above the time specified in the resolution employing said 


clerk. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The business in order be- 
fore the body is the consideration of the motion 
to discharge the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads from the further consideration of cer- 
tain memorials, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

“A PHILLIPS. Has the morning hour ex- 
pired } 

The SPEAKER. It has not. It was progress- 
ing when the House suspended all rules to take 
up the joint resolution on which we have been 
acting. It is now morning. 

Mr. ORR. Is it not more than an hour since 
the Chair stated the morning hour had com- 
menced ? 

The SPEAKER. It is an hour and a half. 

Mr. ORR. I would inquire how we are to tell 
when the morning hour expires, if it is to ran by 
intervals? When it commences to run, it strikes 
me that it rans through. 

The SPEAKER. The House suspended the 
“a hour twenty minutes before it had ex- 
pired. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
motion will be entertained. 

Mr.WHEELER. I object. 


Mr. ORR. 1 insist that my motion is in order. 
now t¢ SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 


until to-morrow at ten o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. . 
Wepnespay, August 2, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, the reading of 


the Journal was dispensed with. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message of the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate of the 10th July, 1854, cor- 
respondence and documents in relation to the 
claims of persons for services performed, and sup- 
plies and subsistence furnished to the Indians in 
California, under contraets with the Indian agents 
in 1851; which was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PETITION, ETC. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of Albert 
Horn, William H. De Foust, and other Ameri- 
can citizens recently residing at, or carrying on 
business with, San Juan del Norte, praying in- 
demnity for property destroyed by the recent bom- 
bardment of that town, by Commander Hollins, 
| of the United States Navy; which was referred 


to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. JOHNSON presented the memorial of 
William R. Glover and T. W. Mather, praying 
the passage of a law directing the Sixth Auditor 
to adjust and allow their quarterly compensation 
under a contract made with the Postmaster General 
for the transportation of the mails on the Missis- 
| sippi and Ohio rivers; which was referred the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign 


Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Joseph M. Hernandez, in behalf of the claimants | 


|| under the ninth article of the treaty of 1819 with 


| Spain, asked to be discharged from its further | 


consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of William W. Gitt, assignee of land warrants 
lost, praying the passage of an act authorizing 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue other warrants in his favor, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Martin Fenwick, pray- 
ing the confirmation of his title to a certain tract 
of land, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- || 


LOBE. 
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merce, to whom was referred a bill to amend the 
“Act requiring foreign regulations of commerce 
to be laid annually before Congress,’’ approved 
August 16, 1842, and for other purposes, reported 
it back without amendment 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of William Black, a boatswain 
on board one of the ships composing the United 
States exploring expedition in 1833 and 1839, 
praying to be allowed the same amount of extra 
pay as was allowed other officers of the same 
grade, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH, from the select committee appointed 
to inquire into the causes of the mortality and 
sickness on board emigrant vessels, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for the better pro- 
tection of life and health on board of passenger 
ships; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FISH moved that ten thousand additional 
copies of the reports of the select committee be 
printed; which motion was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Lea, of Cincin- 
nati, representing that he has discovered a pre- 
ventive of the cholera, and praying an investigation 
into the merits of it, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Jacob 
McLellan, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the petition of Hugh 
Wallace Wormley, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William Davis, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
| dered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secre- 
| tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
| and signed an act for the purchase of the copy- 
right of a work published by Thomas H. Sum- 
ner, wherein he describes his new method of as- 
certaining a ship’s position at sea. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to their amendments to 
the bill to provide for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United States, in the district of 
Massachusetts. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills 
of the Senate: 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to a certain reservation there- 
in mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles 
G. Gunter thereto; and 

An act granting the right of way over, and 
depot grounds on, the military reserve at Fort 
Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, to the Port 
Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad Company. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills: 

An act to establish a port of delivery at Lake 
Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other pur- 
poses; 

An act constituting Madison, in the State of 
Indiana, a port of delivery; 

An act creating a collection district in Texas 
and New Mexico; and 

An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of 
Alabama, a port of delivery, anc for other pur- 
poses. 

Which were thereup@n signed by the President 
pro tempore. 


WILLIAM H. WEIRICH. 
Mr. WELLER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to report back House 
bill for the relief of William H. Weirich. If 


there be no objection, I ask for its consideration 
at this time. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to consider the bill. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
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pay to William H. Weirich, late second lieutenant | 1 am told by the Secretary it will save time. That | The amendment was in theform of an additio 


of company G, in Colonel J. D. Stevenson’s regi- | 
ment of. New York volunteers, 9576 26, the | 


amount of mileage from California to New York, || 


and two months’ pay, as were paid to other offi- | 
cers and soldiers of that regim@t. 
No amendment being proposef, the bill was re- 


ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, || 


read a third time, and passed. 


ABIGAIL STAFFORD. 

Mr. BROWN. Some time since I submitted a 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the joint | 
resolution explanatory of an act for the relief of 
Abigail Stafford was rejected. I ask the Senate 
to consider that motion now, for the purpose of 
disposing of the subject. 


If it gives rise to any | 


| 


debate, I will consent to let it go over until next || 


Bession. | 
Mr. HUNTER. [I hope we shall not consider | 
that now. Willa single objection prevent it? 


The PRESIDENT. No, sir. 


It is a question | 
for the Senate to decide. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope*the Senate will not || 


take itup. We ought to consider the appropria- | 
tion bills. If we do not, how will it be possible | 
for us to get through with the business of the ses- 
sion? 

Mr. BROWN. If it takes ten minutes, I will | 
let it go over. 

The motion was not agreed to—ayes ten, noes | 
not counted. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to suspend all prior | 


orders, for the purpose of taking up the fortification || 


bill. 

Mr. PETTIT. I desire to make a report. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senator will give | 
us an Opportunity to make reports from commit- | 
lees. 

Mr. HUNTER. Unless we go on with the 
appropriation bills, it will be impossible to get | 
through with the business by the time fixed for 


Mr. WELLER. 
to make reports. - 
Mr. PEYTTIT. I object to proceeding to the 
consideration of the fortification bill, until | have 
had an Opportunity to present reports from a | 

committee, 
Mr. HUNTER. 
for half an hour. 
Various reports and petitions were then pre- 
sented, which are stated in a former part of the 
report, for the convenience of classification. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
which will save some of the time of the Senate, 
and to which [ presume there will be no objection. 
It is as follows: 

Resolved, That all subjects before the Senate at the close | 
of the present session, including those before committees, | 
shall be continued to the next session, and shall then be 
proceeded with in the same manner as if no adjournment 
of the Senate had taken place ; and the papers which have 
been referred to the committees, and may be in their pos- 
eession at the close of the session, shall be returned infor- 
mally to the Secretary, and by him restored to the commit- | 
tees when appointed at the next session. 


Mr. RUSK. 
is already the rule. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This applies merely to peti- 
tions which are pending before committees. It is 
to obviate the necessity of the committees asking 


It will not take ten minutes 


I will withdraw my motion 


to be discharged from the consideration of the || 


business, and having it again referred to them at | 
the next session. 

Mr. RUSK. There is no necessity for that. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Secretary of the Senate | 
tells me that there is, and that it will save a vast 
deal of trouble. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will inquire if theresolution 
proposed by the Senator from Louisiana is not a | 
superfluity, and if itis not alread y provided for by | 
an existing rule? 

Mr. SLIDELL. It is not. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think the Senator will find 
that it is a superfluity. 





Mr. SLIDELL. ‘Thereis a joint resolution to || 
which, perhaps, the Senator from Massachusetts || 


refers, which applies only to bills. This resolu- 


I desire to offer a resolution, || 


|‘ tary of War, before it is entered upon for the pur- | 




















‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





is my only object in offering it. I have no inter- 
est in the matter at all. 


Mr. BROWN. 


let it pass. 
it in less time than it willtake to talk about it. 
The resolution was considered, by unanimous 


| consent, and agreed to. 


THE BRIG GLAMORGAN. 
Mr. SEWARD. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the owner of the brig Glamorgan, 


|| praying that the name may he changed, and a 


register issued, to report ‘‘a bill to change the 
name of the American-built brig Glamorgan to 
that of Wizard.”’ 


demned as a slaver. 
and, since her condemnation, has been bought by 
citizens of the United States, who wish to remove 


|| the taint which attaches to her former name. 
The bill was read a first and second time by | 


unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to authorize the 


| owner of the brig Glamorgan, of Boston, to 


|| right of the Hon. Mr. 


| 
adjournment. | 

| 

| 

} 

| 


change her name to that of Wizard, and to direct 


the Secretary of the Treasury to issue to her a || 
register under that name, she having been con- | 


demned and sold by the United States authorities 


|| for having been employed in the slave trade, and | 
|| having been purchased since by her present owner. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, a resolution | 


touching a question of abr in relation to the 


on this floor was referred, some weeks ago, to the 
Judiciary Committee. I do not know but that I 

an apology to the Senate for not reporting on 
it earlier, as it is a matter which I know, according 


/to parliamentary usage, should be acted upon as 
|| promptly as possible; but there were papers which || 


had to be produced at the instance of the incum- 


| bent, without which the committee could not very 


well proceed. The committee have had the same 


| under consideration, and report, by a resolution, 


that the incumbent is not entitled to his seat. It 
is a question for the Senate to say, whether they 


| will consider it now, as I think they ought, or 


whether it shall be postponed. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It ought to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

The report and resolution were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MARYSVILLE AND BENICIA RAILROAD. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 


Railroad Company through and over the grounds 
of the United States at Benicia, California, have 
had the same under consideration, and have di- 
rected me to report it back, and recommend its 
passage. I ask that it may be put upon its pas- 


I suggest to the Senator that that || S8&¢ NOW. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall not put such 
bills upon their passage now. 

Mr. GWIN. It will take but a minute to 
consider it. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to grant 


to the company the right of way, sixty-six feet in || 
width, for their road through and over the grounds | 
of the United States at and near Benicia, the route | 


across the grounds to be approved by the Secre- 


| pose of constructing the railroad, and the grant is 


only to be made if it shall be without detriment to 


the public interest in the opinion of the Secretary || 


of War. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading, read a third time, and passed. . 


PORTS OF DELIVERY. 
*The PRESIDENT. The bill of the Senate to 


constitute the city of Tuscumbia, in the State of | 


tion is simply to obviate the necessity of commit- || Alabama,a port of delivery, has been returned from 


tees asking to be discharged from the business 
pending before them, and having it at the next 
session referred to them as unfinished business, 





| the House with an amendment. 
| present the amendment to the Senate for consider- 


ation. 


1 suggest to the Senator from || 
Massachusetts, though it may be a superfluity, to | 
It can do no harm, and we can pass * 


I ask for the consideration of | 
the bill now. This vessel was seized and con- || 
She is a very good vessel, || 


illiams to hold his seat | 


The Committee on | 
Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill grant- | 
ing the right of way to the Marysvilleand Benicia | 


The Chair will | 


August 2 


section, providing that Paducah 


| Shreveport, in Louisiana, and > 1n Kentucky 


J ile. 3. 
Indiana, shall be constituted a a ° 
within the collection district of New Orlect."*? 
making the usual provision in regard to — 
| pointment of the surveyors of customs and th 

_ duties. The title was also amended by add oe 
| **and for other purposes.’’ ng 
| Mr. CLAY. I movethat the Senate concur j 

|| the amendments, so that the bill may be finally 
| passed. y 


i} 
| 


|| The amendments were concurred in. 

| FORTIFICATION BILL. 

} Mr. HUNTER. I now move to suspend 4 
|| prior orders for the purpose of taking up the f 

tification bill. . 

Mr. BELL. _Is the half hour out? 

Mr. HUNTER. The reports have been gone 
| through with. 
| Mr. BELL. I made an attempt yesterday 1) 
get upa private bill which came from the House. 
_ but on account of the objection of one Senato, 

I failed. I hope it will be taken up now, It ig, 
bill for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley. She jy 
upwards of eighty years of age, and may not |iy, 
| more than a year ortwo. I am sure there can by 
no objection to the bill. It grants her a pension 
|} of only twenty dollars a year. 

Mr. HUNTER. | agreed to give way for re. 

ports, but not for the passage of bills. [ mug 
| ask that my motion be put to the Senate. They 
| can vote it down if they are not disposed to go on 
with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. Hunter’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL. I now ask the unanimous consen; 
of the Senate to pass the bill of which I have 
spoken. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot give way for the 
passage of bills. It is more important that we 
| should go on now with the appropriation bills, 
| The Senator can get his bill up at another time; 
| but Ido not see why, when we are about to enter 
'| on appropriation bills, we should suspend them 
| for the purpose of acting on a private bill. 

Mr. BELL. It might beacted upon and passed 
| while you are finding the appropriation bill. 

| The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inform the 
| Senator that his bill can be taken up at another 
|| time, and doubtless it will be passed. It isa 
| House bill. 

| Mr. BELL. Very well, sir, I will take your 
| guarantee. : 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, ac- 
| cordingly resumed the consideration of the bill 
| from the House, making ee for forti- 
| fications and other works of defense, and for the 
| repairs of barracks and quarters for the year end- 
ing the 30th June, 1855. 
Mr. HUNTER. I-will state, in reference to 
| the bill, that the Committee on Finance have re- 
| ported it back exactly as it came from the House. 
|| It has been difficult, for some years, to get any 
|| bill for fortifications through the House. This 
_ one was passed, I believe, by only three majority, 
| and we were afraid to jeopardize it by reporting 
/any amendment. We have, therefore, reported it 
to the Senate as jt came from the House, and hope 
it will be passed in that shape; for we believe that 
if we make any amendments and send it back to 
the House, it will be in danger. 

The bill was read. ; 

Mr. BAYARD. I had intended to move toin- 
crease one of the appropriations contained in the 
bill—that for Fort Delaware—but I am satisfied, 
| for the reasons urged by the Senator from Vir 
| ginia, that it would be impolitic to amend the bill; 

and, further, | do not think we should have time 
_ to get through with the other appropriation bills, if 
_we amended it. I, therefore, forbear to offer the 
/amendment, though I think I could give good 
|| reasons for it. : 
Mr. WELLER. In the absence of the chair- 
|| man of the Committee on Military Affairs, (Mr. 
aerenl who has been called away by the se 

rious, and, perhaps, fatal illness of his friend and 
colleague in the other House, [Mr. Bissext,| ! 
am instructed by the Committee on Military Af 

fairs to offer the following amendment, to come 

in after the clause ‘‘ for repairs and construction 
| of Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, Louisiana, 
,000:"” 
! And for commencing the tower, battery, and fortification 
| at or near Proctorsville, in the State of Louisiana, $30,000. 
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Thi been 
plabeent. f any Senator is desirous of it, 


the report of the Engineer’s department can be 
a to show the absolute necessity for the appro- 
re 


-iation. ‘Lhe letter, however, is somewhat 


0 ALLORY. Perhaps the most important 


fyrtification in whieh the country is now engaged, 
‘« that at Tortugas. We have the estimates of the 
Department for two years in succession, upon our 
table, showing that about $250,000 would be the 
proper appropriation for that work, and that that 
mm could be most economically consumed in its 


sum — 
snstruction. In the face of that opinion, how- 
over, given at successive Congresses, the Depart- 


ment has now called for only $50,000 for one fort, 
and $75,000 for the other. ‘That is the present 
sail of the War Department, and still you have 
spon your table, I say, estimates for the sum of 
950,000. Now, had I not a perfect conviction 
of the fact, that if you put any amendment at all 
ypon the bill it must be lost, I should feel con- 
sirained, in virtue of the vast importance of Tor- 
tugas, particularly at this moment, to move an 
amendment to increase the appropriation in the 
pill, & will say to my friend from California, 
that | have had assurance from quarters which | 
am not permitted to doubt, that if we attempt to 
amend the bill, it will fail in the House; and if it 
should fail, the important works which we now 
have going on, and with the hands completely 
initiated to the work, with all their plans to carry 
it on, must be suspended, and the implements 
sold. This little pittance is neggssary, to keep it 
in progress. It would be a great national evil to 
have the work stopped; and, convinced as I am 
that it will b@ stopped, if we amend the bill, I am 
constrained to vote against all amendments, be- 
cause, if any be made, the appropriation for Tor- 
tugas, which is one of the most important works, 
should also be increased. 

Mr. WELLER. I regret very much that this 
bill is in the condition in which it is represented 
to be by my friend from Florida—that if any 
amendment should be added to it by the Senate, 
no matter how necessary it may be, the bill will 
fail. I have felt it to be my duty to present this 
amendment, not only because the work is impor- 
tant in itself, but because the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, who had charge of the subject, have 
directed me to doit. [ know nothing with regard 
to it except what appears from the papers sent to 
us from the department. 
absolutely indispensable that the appropriation 
should be made; and I hope, sir, that it will not 
endanger the passage of the bill in the other House. 
| should be very sorry if we found ourselves, in 
the latter days of the session, placed in a position 
to be compelled to refuse important works simply 
because the House of Representatives would not 
agree to them. Ido not believe that amending 
any of these appropriation bills, in a proper way, 
and for public works of acknowledged utility, will 
endanger its passage in the slightest degree. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would ask my friend from 


Florida whether the appropriations to which he | 


alludes as contained in this bill, coming to us from 
the House of Representatives, is not in accordance 
with the estimate of the War Department? He 


thinks that a large sum may be judiciously ex- | 
It ve that the Secretary of War | 


pended. 
entertains a different opinion, and it has been left 
to us not to exceed the estimates of the War De- 
partment. In relation to the amendment offered 
by the acting chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, 1 have to say that it is one of the 
most meres and absolutely indispensable 
points to be fortified for the protection of the great 
commercial city of New Orleans. Proctorsville, 
where it is contemplated to build the fort, is situa- 
ted at the terminus of a railroad some twenty-eight 
or thirty miles long, making a most direct and 
fasy communication from the sea to the city of 
New Orleans. [ look upon it as absolutely indis- 
pensable for the protection of that city. ‘for 


_ Cannot appreciate the force of the argument adopt- 


ed by the Senator from Florida. He says, that 
if we put any amendment upon the bili, it will 
be lost. He is more familiar with legislative 
forms than [ am, but my impression is, that if the 
amendment be agreed to by the Senate, it will be 
submitted to the House for concurrence. The 

ouse may refuse to concur, or they may concur. 
Ifthey do not concur, we shall have resort to a 


They show that it is | 
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known an appropriation bill lost under such cir- 
cumstances. I wish this amendment to be agreed 
to by the Senate; and if the House be obstinate in 
objecting to its iatroduction, | shall yield with the 
best grace that | may to inevitable necessity. | 
ask the Senate, if there be any doubt upon the 
subject, to have the Secretary read from the report, 
which will entirely satisfy them that there is not 
one item in the bill more meritorious than this. 
| Mr. WELLER. I have only one additional 
remark to make. In consequence of the peculiar 
| position in which this bill has been placed, the 
committee on Military Affairs have concluded to 
report but this amendment. 
| mittee have presented a good many amendments 


|to the fortification bill; but, I repeat, in conse- | 
quence of the peculiar circumstances attending the | 


condition of @s bill, they have but this small 

| amendment to offer. 

| Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall beable to act 
on this bill speedily. Itis impossible for us to de- 
bate these appropriation bills at any length. The 

House has probably passed the last which it has 

before it at this time, the civil and diplomatic bill. 


sideration of Senators. 
| Mr. MALLORY. It is with a great deal of 
regret that | say anything against the amend- 
ment for New Orleans. I know it is important, 
| and I regret very much that it is not in the bill. As 
| to the estimate Jf the Department, it has for years 
estimated for fortifications, but the House of Rep- 
| resentatives have refused to pass a fortification bill 
| at all, and this is the first which we have had un- 
der the estimate. They have framed this after a 
deliberate examination of the whole subject, and 
they have not proceeded upon the estimates which 
| the Department furnished. The estimate for the 
works to which | refer is in these words: 


mode of completing these works, would be to appropriate 
for each port, at once, the whole sum stated in the estimage 
as necessary for its completion, namely : 


S| er ee IN San 6 hdc i éd cb ccausaneenaede 889,662 
giving authority to the President to assign annually, or from 
ume to time, as large a portion thereof as should be found 
compatible with an advantageous prosecution of the ope 
rations, or as public exigencies should, in his opinion, 
seem to require. 

‘* With such grants the works need never be suspended. 
The most favorable times for making contracts, prucuring 


supplies, and pressing various kinds of work could always || 


be profited by, and a large sum in contingent expenditures 
—increasing rapidly with the extension of the ume, and 
scarcely at all with the enlargement of forcee—would be 
saved. 

‘*The next best mode would be to appropriate a much 
larger amount annually for each fort than heretofore. 


| next year on each ; and, should it be deemed important to 
| press on the constructions more vigorously, disposition 
| may be made for an advantageous application of the sum 
of $250,000 to each.”’ 

Now, if [ were not convinced that the incorpo- 
ration of an amendment would give rise to an 
examination of the bill in the House, and toa 


if not defeat the bill, | should certainly not put 
| myself in this position in voting against an amend- 

ment, knowing its importance. But I have seen 
| members of the House, who are supposed to be 
well informed on this subject, and I have seen the 
engineer of the Department, and after mature de- 
liberation, | have become convinced that, < 
amending it, we may defeat the passage of the bill 
| entirely; and it is for that reason that I am op- 
posed to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. I agree with the Senator from 
Florida. 
| readily show that the work, the appropriation for 

which I would desire to have increased, is just as 
important as any one which is before us; and in 
, addition to that, the faith of the Government is 


| plighted to the construction of that work, and has | 
These are | 


been broken for twenty years past. 
considerations which do not apply to other works 
But I do not wish to detain the Senate under the 
circumstances surrounding this bill. Sir, we must 
now look to this fact. You have the Army bill 


untouched here; you have the Navy bill untouched | 


here; you have but two days of the session left; 
you have no bill before the House of Representa- 
tives except the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill; and if one amendment is offered and adopted 
| to this bill, no Senator, with the opinions he en- 
‘| tertains of important works in his own vicinity, 


et eee ie 


properly estimated for by the lt committee of conference. I think I have never || will fail to insist that they should be properly ap- 


Ordinarily that com- | 


| merely throw out this suggestion for the con- | 


‘*The most economical, as well the most expeditious | 


OG Be TE in dn oko ba tends ence cehasaci $730,000 | 


“The sum of $150,000 might be advantageously expended | 


committee of conference, and that it would delay | 


If this debate were prolonged, I could | 





propriated for, and thus the bill would be endan- 
gered. I understand that @ passed by but a ma- 
jority of three votes in the House. I, therefore, 
think it would be exceedingly unwise to amend it 
atall. Under these circumstances, | shall vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. The very argument made use of 
against the amendment would induce me to vote 
for it. It is stated that for a number of years the 
House of Representatives have absolutely refused 
to make appropriations of this description, and 
that this bill passed by a majority of only three 
votes. Itis sdenitted on all hands that there ought 
to be amendments to it, and the argument used 
against amending it is that it will cause the loss 
of the bill in the House. That is no sufficient 
argument to me. I doubt the policy of these ex- 
penditures. I am inclined to concur with the 

| minority of the House upon the subject; but if 
they are to be made at all, there should be some- 
thing like equality and justice in them. 1| doubt 
the policy of this general system of fortifications 
any way,and I very much doubt the potrey of 
making these small appropriations. A fortifica- 
tion is a thing which must be made according to 
some system. The expenditure of $25,000 would 
do no good so far as a fortification is concerned. 
How is it possible for those who expend the 
money to know upon what plan to begin the work, 
because future appropriations to carry it on ac- 
cording to any system are admitted to be ex- 
tremely doubtful, inasmuch as Congress for a, 
number of years have refused to make the appro- 
priations, and now by a very small majority the 
House passed this bill, and when we are told that 
if we receive any amendment, however just it 
may be, the entire bill will be lost. I believe you 
had better take the money which you appropriate 
for these objects, and pay it to the officers and 
soldiers of the Army. I think that would pro- 
duce a great deal more efficient defense of the 
country than by expending it for fortifications. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I take it for granted 
| that the amendment is a legitimate one, and, under 
ordinary circumstances, | should vote to incorpo- 
rate it in this bill; but we cannot shut our eyes to 
| the fact that we are near the close of the session, 
and that all the bills alluded to vy the Senator 
from Delaware wait for the action of this body; 
and the prospect is, that the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill will engage the attention at least 
of a committee of conference between the two 
Houses. I know nothing of the merits of the 
amendment. I take it for granted, on the estimate 
of the War Department, that it is proper, and, 
under proper circumstances, | should vote to in- 
| corporate it into the bill; but we must look now 
at the condition in which the bill stands, in acting 
upon the amendment. I have an amendment, sir, 
|| which | should desire to offer, one that I believe is 
essential, one that is important to the sea-coast 
which we have at Alabama, and that is for the 
construction of a fortification at the mouth of 
Mobile bay; but with all my anxiety to get it 
adopted, and to have the work in progress, | am 
willing, under the circumstances which surround 
us, to forego offering it as an amendment. If, 
however, the bill isto be amended, I could not 
|| consent to withhold it, and I shall press it upon 
the Senate. I have uniformly pressed it on the 
consideration of the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, but he, from a very solemn sense of 
his duty, has resisted my application to recom- 
mend the amendment to the bill. If we open this 
|| bill :oamendment, and impede its progress through 
this body, I could not consent to withhold it. No 
|| gentleman can be more desirous to press an 
|} amendment of his own than I| am to press this; 
| but I feel satisfied that, if the amendment of the 
'| Senator from California be adapted, we snall load 


the bill down with amendments. Under this con- 
viction, | am perfectly willing that the bill should 
pass as it is, withoutany amendment. | think it 
due to the public service, and due to the country, 
that it should go from this body without sending 
it back to the Bowe with amendments to be acted 
upon there. 

Mr. PRATT. This bill contains very many 
appropriations for the completion of forts and for- 
tifications, which have all beencommenced. The 
amendment, if I understand it, is for a new work 
|, not heretofore commenced, one which I am sure 
|| is very desirable to the country, and would be ben- 
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eficial; but it is for a new work. The money | 
which it proposes to appropriate is not to be ex- 
pended towards the completion of a work already 
commenced under the antecedent policy of the 


Government, but it is for the commencement of a | servant, 


new work. I shall be compelled, in order to 
secure the advantages which thYs bill does give | 


towards the completion of the works already com- || 


menced, to vote against this amendment, as well as 
every other amendment that may be offered. 


There is one other consideration which I desire | amendment; and the question was stated to be, 


to submit. Under the present condition of your 
Army you cannot man your forts. Those already 
established upon the Mississippi river, above 
New Orleans, have not more than one old man in 
them to sweep them out. If you should go to 
war with Spain, it could send over from Cubaa 
sufficient force, before we could find men to man 
them, to take them; and it would require millions 
of dollars to be expended by the Government for 
the purpose of getting them out. The true policy, 


therefore, | think, would be to enlarge the Army, || 


so as to put some force in the forts already exist- 
ing. 

Mr. SLIDELL, I know how precious time 
is, and { shall detain the Senate but a moment. 
The Senator from Maryland objects to the amend- 
ment,on the ground that it is for the commence- 
ment of a new work. There are several other 
items of the same character in this bill. I will 
not say another word on the amendment. I will 
simply ask the Secretary to read the letter from 
the Engineer Department on the subject. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


ENGINEER DePARTMENT, 
Wasainoron, 18ih March, 1854. } 

Sir: In answer to the letter of the Military Committee 
of the Senate, inclosing resolution of the Senate, instruct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the construction of a fortification at or near 
Proctorsville, Louisiana, referred to this office for report, 
I have the honor to state that the importance of construct- 
ing a8 speedily as possible a small defensive work at Proc 
tor’s Landing has been frequently urged by this Depart- 
ment, 

On this subject, [ beg to refer to my annual report, dated 
November Ist, 1845, in which itis stated, as to Proctor’s 
Landing: 

“From the landing above named to the city of New 
Orleans, a distance of about twenty-eight miles, there isa 
beautiful road, one of the best in the State; and not a sin- 
gie obstacle, natural or artificial, now exists, to prevent or 
impede an enemy debarking at Proctor’s from marching 
troups of all kinds, with baggage ~ 4d artillery, directly up 
to the city 5 and there is nothing, moreover, to prevent hig 
reaching that landing place in boats. An expedition fol 
lowing this route would encounter none of the impedi- 
ments which the English found to be nearly insurmount- 
able in the route they followed in approaching the city. 
Why the defense of this avenue was not provided for in 
the system proposed by General Bernard, I have not been 
able to divine. At any rate, now that the other channels 
of approach are for the most part provided with adequate 
fortifications, this demands an immediate attention. The 
defenses should consist of an inaccessible tower of capacity 
sufficient to accommodate a small garrison ; and an exterior 
battery competent by its fire to prevent the approach of 
boats, for both which an estimate will accompany this re- 
port. Itis presumed Congress will not hesitate to grant 
the proper appropriation.”’ 

in a letter to the Secretary of War, December 27, 1845, 
it is stated: 

‘* Proctor’s Landing is without defense ; but as’an excel 
lent road leads from this landing place directly to the city 
—<distance twenty eight miles—it is of the first importance 
that it should be oecupied without delay, and we only 
await the sanction of Congress. The defense should bea 
strong tower surrounded by a battery.”’ 

In a letter to the Secretary of War, February 27, 1846, 


the Department had occasion to report as followsin answer 1 


to a call from the Senate for information as to the project | 
for defense at the place in question : 

** In the spring of 1841, on a personal examination made 
by me of the environs of New Orleans, I became satisfied 
that an avenue which had been entirely neglected, if not 
overlooked, was in fact one of the most practicable routes 
to the city, and one most easily availed of by an enemy. 
The attention of the Government was accordingly directed 
to this circumstance, as well as to the probability that other 
undefended approaches might also exist, to settle which 
doubt an accurate reconnoissance was recommended of all 
that region. This reconnoissance, subsequent surveys of 
the particular locality, and an examination made by me in 
person, having confirmed the first impression, this Depart- 
ment has two or three times, in its reports to the Secretary 
of War, repeated its views as to the necessity of a work at 
the point mentioned.” 


In a letter to the same functionary, April 3, 1846 : 


* Next, at the southern end of Lake Borque, is Proctor’s 
Landing, from which point a good road conducts to the 
city. Works have been projected for the defense here, but 
their erection has not yet been authorized by Congress. 
They should be begun and finished as soon as possible. ”’ 

The above quotations are given to show the opinions on 
this subject entertained for several years in this Depart- 
ment, and the anxious desire to secure their favorabie con- 
sideration by the Governmeat. 


sion, of $30,000 for the proposed tower and battery, would 


-|| of the city of New Orleans, enabling us to enter very effect- 


| it was rejected—ayes 8, noes not counted. 


| was read a third time; and on tha 


| Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, 


| ton, Rusk, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—9. 


| desirable to have an Executive session. 


CONGRESSION AT 


GLOBE 


_ i 


August 2, 
— ~ a ee — —— 
six mails, at an 
| —— all events, to Key West during the 
Mr. SEWARD called for the 
— ordered. a ten, 
r. MALLORY. Theamendme : 
the Postmaster General, as I entornna ane 
. carry the mails two months in the year ng 
The question was taken on theamendment; and | they are not now carried. I will say to the 8 ” 
) | ate, in relation to it, that the town to be gy a 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | with the mails by the appropriation, is the "Se 
_ town in the State. The population is three ng 
/sand. It is the county seat. It hasa militar, 
| station also. It contains military barracks. and 
| they have, in progress of construction, two Tare 
fortifications. A number of smaller places = 
| dependent upon this place for mails, and it hag now 
| but twenty mails per annum. 


be regarded as a very important contribution to the gecurity 


ually upon the commencement of the work. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Brevet Brigadier General United States Engineers. 
Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of Wur. 


‘¢ Shall the bill be read a third time?” 
Mr. CHASE. [ask for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. HUNTER. | hope the Senator will let 
the bill be ordered to its third reading, and ask 
the yeas and nays on its passage. 
r. CHASE. That will answer my purpose. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading. It Mr. BAYARD. My objection to the ameng 
uestion of its || ment is, that it ought to be in the post route bill, 

passage, the yeas and nays weye ordered and | There is nothing like it in this bill. It is not of 
taken, and resulted—yeas 35, nays 9; as follows: || fered in its proper place here. 1 shall therefore 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- || vote against it without knowing whether such 


min, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, || provision ought to be made or not 2 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fessenden, P € » This 88 


Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Hunter, James, Johnson, i ere appropriation bill in every respect, and the 
| amendment is to establish a post route. 

| The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 

| resulted—yeas 34, nays 9; as follows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Butler, Chase 

| Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Pos’ 

| senden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, James, John. 


| son, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mortoy, 
| Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner 
’ 


Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stu- 
art, Walker, Weller—35. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Chase, Gillette, Hous- 





POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the Post Office | Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—34. 


appropriation bill. NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brod. 
r. MASON. I submit to my colleague that || head, Clayton, ah Pearce, and Rusk—9, 


we ought togo into Executive session for twenty The amendment was agreed to. 


minutes. The Senate is now full, and itis very || Mr, RUSK. I am directed, by te Committe: 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads, to offer the fol. 


Mr. HUNTER. If we go into Executive ses- | lowing amendment: 


sion, we shall spend the remainder of the day 


| be in a great deal longer. 

|| motion of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 

| nance will not be agreed to. 

I think it is to be presumed | 

| that there will be a full attendance of Senators 
here all day. We are near the close of the ses- || 


| business. 


| a new section: 


| the 1 
I have now only to add, that @ grant, at the present ses- || thorizes the filling of it up. 


there, and have no time for the appropriation 


bills. 1 shall be willing in the evening to go into 


| Executive session, if we can have the morning for 
| Uge appropriation bill. 
through with the civil and diplomatic appropria- | 


The House will soon get 


tion bill, and then they will have no other appro- 


| priation billon which they can be acting. 


Mr. MASON. My colleague knows that late | 


| in the evening we cannot get a full Senate, and; 


therefore, | ask that we may go into Executive 
session now. I hope the motion of my colleague 
will not prevail. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the question will be 


| taken. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


wegoinnow. If we wait until night, we may 


I hope, therefore, the 


Mr. HUNTER. 





| For the creation of post routes, as contained in the bilt 
| passed at the present session of Congress establishing routes, 


$1,000. 
That is according to the estimate of the Depart. 


ment, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I offer the following amendment; 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed 
and paid to the postmaster of Washington city, District of 


| Columbia, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, a commission of one mill per pound upon the 


aggregate weight of the public documents printed by order 
of Congress, and deposited in the office of the said post 
master to be mailed ; said allowance to commence with) the 


| fiscal year beginning July 1, 1853, and be computed for the 


. | 
I think we shall be able to || 
get out of Executive session in twenty minutes, if || 


first year, from the ascertained weight for the month of 
January, 1854; and that said postmaster be required to pay 
out of said commissions to the clerks and other employees 
in his office a sum not exceeding $250 per annum, as con- 


|| pensation for the extra labor performed by them in the as- 
| sortment and mailing of said documents ; and that he be re- 
| quired to account for and settle with the Post Office De- 


partment for the disbursement of those commissions, and 
any surplus that may remain, in the same manner as is now 


required in the settlement of his other accounts. 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope we shall not put that 


sion, and it is known that it is necessary to have matter in this general appropriation bill. We 


| a full attendance in order to transact the public 
The best way in which we can divide || : : , ; 
| begin with the question of the compensation of 


our time is to take up the appropriation bills now. 
Mr. STUART. Let us have a vote. 
spend more time in talking about what to do than 


it would take to dispose of a great deal of busi- | 
| ness. 


Mr. Honrer’s motion was agreed to; ayes 20, 


noes 17. The Senate accordingly, as in Com- 


| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill 
| from the House of Representatives, making ap- 


propriations for the service of the Post Office De- 


| partment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 


1855. 


Mr.RUSK. Iam instructed by the Committee 


| on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer several 


amendments. The first is to add the followiug as 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Tliat hereafter the 


Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continue | 
| the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Ha- | 
| vana during Augustand September by a competent steamer, 


as it is now being performed during ten months of the year, 


and that to enable him to do so $10,000 are hereby appro- | 


| priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
| propriated. 


The contract at present furnishes the mail be- 
tween Key West and Havana for ten months in 
the year. For two months, the most important 
time of the year, the mails are not carried under 
resent contract. The amendment only au- 


. 


We 


ought not to touch the question of the compensa- 
tion of clerks and postmasters in this bill. If we 


postmasters, | do not know where we shall find 
ourselves. I hope the amendment will not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. The compensation of postmaster: 
and clerks every where, except in the city of Wash- 
ington, has been provided for by a bill which we 
have passed. These clerks, as appears from the 
evidence before the committee, labor as hard as 
any clerks in the city of Washington. They have 
several times petitioned to be put upon the same 
footing with the clerks in the Department, but inas- 
much as they do not belong to the Department, 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
believed it best to put them on an equality with 
other clerks in the city of Washington, or as near 
as may be so by this method. It will bea very 
small charge on the immense amount of printed 
matter which passes through the office. They 
have very laborious duties to perform, and theit 
salaries are very low. One thing will result from 
the adoption of this amendment, you will a% 
certain precisely the amount of matter which 
passes Goenah the city of Washington, which 
very important. ; 

Mr. PRATT. Before my honorable friend 
takes his seat, | shall be glad to know what will 


_ be the probable addition to the compensation of the 


It would give twenty- || clerks by this amendment? 


T 
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